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 THE INTERNATIONAL CAT ASSOCIATION, INC.
2007 Spring Board Meeting

May 18-20, 2007
Seattle, WA

(Open Session)

May 18, 2007, Friday, 8 AM ACTION TIME PAGE

Welcome and Call to Order DeVilbiss Verbal 8-8:30AM

1.  Roll Call DeVilbiss Verbal
2.  President's Remarks DeVilbiss Verbal

(Executive Session) 8:30-11:30AM

See Executive Agenda

Lunch - 11:30AM-1PM

(Open Session)

Consent Agenda 1:00-1:15PM

1.  Annual Awards Report EO Approve 4
2.  License Fee Report EO Approve 14
3.  Insurance Report EO Approve 22
4.  Active Regional Clubs EO Approve Previously furnished
5.  Dom X Dom Litters Registered - None EO Approve
6.  Future Annuals, Semi-Annuals EO Approve 31
7.  Minutes, Corrections/Additions EO Approve 32

Board Governance 1:15-2:00PM

1.  Review Board Governance Policy Fisher Approve 33
a.  Meeting Agenda Management Fisher Amend and Approve 38
b.  Publish Minutes of the Meeting Fisher Add and Approve 40

2.  Review follow-up status report Fisher Approve 43

Fiduciary 2:00-4:00PM

1.  2007-2008 Budget EO Approve 44
2.  Overtime Report (March/April) EO Information 49
3.  Yearbook Revenue Update Fisher Information 48
4.  Quarterly Reports EO Information To be furnished

Discussions 4:00-5:00PM

1.  Results-Russian Poll on Isolated Status Wood Report 53
2.  Results-American Bobtail Poll Crockett Report 54
3.  Thai/Siamese Parkinson Discussion
4.  Championship Requirements Parkinson Discussion
5.  Yearbook Errors Parris Discussion
6.  TICA FR CN club-NEW organization Christian Discussion
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(Open Session)

May 19, 2007, Saturday, 8 AM TYPE TIME PAGE

Reports 8:00-9:00AM

1.  Royal Canin Lund Information

Business Plan Review 9:00-5:00PM

1.  Business Plan Fisher Discussion 56

LBowers
Note
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(Open Session)

May 20, 2007, Sunday, 8 AM TYPE TIME PAGE

Proposals 8:00-10:00AM

By-Laws  (Requires Membership Approval)

1.  19.2.7 Teleconferencing Paradis 64

Judging Program

1.  Judging Program Portelas 67
2.  Judging Program Training Fees, 43.3.1.3 Portelas 69

Registrations Rules (Requires Membership Approval)

1.  Registration Rules, 36.3.1 Pflueger 70
(Referred from Semi)

Show Rules (Requires Membership Approval)

1.  Show Rule 211.2 Hammond 71

Standing Rules

1.  Amend Related Standing Rule 203.1.1 72
2.  Add Standing Rule 303.4 73

Break 10:00-10:15AM

Advancement 10:15-12:30AM

1.  Minskin, Advancement to PNB McSorley 74

ADJOURN
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Future Annuals, Semi-Annuals

Year Meeting Club/EO City/State Date of Meeting Date of Show
2007 Spring Seattle, WA 05/18-20/07
2007 Annual Enchanted CC Albuquerque, NM 08/29-31/07 09/01-02/07 
2008 Semi Paris, FRANCE 02/20-22/08
2008 Spring
2008 Annual SC Arlington, TX 08/27-29/08
2009 Winter Harlingen, TX 01/23-25/09
2009 Spring
2009 Annual SE Orlando, FL 08/30-09/02/09

109.1 Annual Convention.

109.1.1 Annual Convention.  Labor Day weekend each year is reserved for the Annual Convention.
No other shows may be held the weekend of the Annual Convention with the following exception.  A club
may receive permission to hold a show on the Annual weekend upon application to the Board.
Application must state specific reasons for the request for exemption and why such a show would have
no impact on the Annual.

109.1.1.1  The rotation for the Annual Conventions shall be: Mid Pacific - 2010, Mid Atlantic
- 2011, Great Lakes - 2012, Northwest -2013, Northeast - 2014, International - 2015, Southwest - 2007,
South Central - 2008, Southeast - 2009.

109.1.1.2  Proposals to host the Annual Convention in the designated region must be
received for the Annual Meeting 3 years prior to the proposed convention.

109.1.1.3  In the event no club submits an acceptable proposal, any club in any region may
submit a proposal to host the Annual Convention by the agenda deadline for the Semi-Annual Meeting
2½ years prior to the convention and a notice soliciting such proposals shall be published in the TICA
TREND.

109.1.1.4  The subsequent designated order of rotation will remain the same. 

109.2 Meetings of the Board.

109.2.1 All Board Meetings shall be scheduled for a minimum of 2 days.
109.2.1.1 Meetings of the Board shall be the fourth full weekend in January (Winter

Meeting, the third full weekend in May (Spring Meeting) and the week immediately preceding Labor Day
weekend (TICA Annual).

109.2.1.2 The Winter Meeting shall be held in Harlingen TX without a show OR at a
location outside the United States in conjunction with a show, approved by the Board.

109.2.1.3 The Spring Meeting shall be held in the United States, rotating from Central to
West to East, with or without a show. The meeting venue must be at or near a major international airport
at a hotel with adequate meeting space, full restaurant service and airport shuttle.

109.2.1.4 The Winter and Spring meeting locations shall be selected by the Board without
consideration of accompanying show.

109.2.1.5 Minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors shall be completed within 10
working days following the meeting.



Corrections to 2007 Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes

1.  Unanimous consent to allow the Rules Chair, Dewane Barnes, Judging Administrator,
Bobbie Tullo,  Legal Advisors, Laurie Schiff and  Frances Young, and Translator, Kenji Arai
to be present during the Executive Session.  Without objection.

25.  Motion was made by Caruthers and seconded by Fisher to advance Al Walbrun to
Ring and School Instructor.  Motion carried.

43. Unanimous consent to approve as "Value Added Registrations" (effective 05/01/07) a
payment of $15 ($20 for non members) at the time of registration or transfer prior to being
shown as an adult, to automatically secure all titles, champion/champion alter/master
through Supreme Grand Champion/Supreme Grand Champion Alter/Supreme Grand
Master earned by the cat.  Without objection. 

44.  Unanimous consent that beginning 05/01/07, non-members will pay $2 more than
active TICA members for all registrations.  Without objection.

55.  Motion was made by Wood and seconded by Christian to poll the LaPerm Breed
Group concerning adding an asterisk to the breed and a revised outcross policy, with the
explanations on the asterisk and outcrosses provided by Genetics Chair, Solveig Pflueger.
Motion carried unanimously.

72.  Motion was made by Parkinson and seconded by Fisher changes to Standing Rule
2013 to read:  
2013.1 Permission to Judge.  A TICA judge may judge any TICA show any place at any time.  Only Allbreed

judges may judge non-TICA shows outside the United States and Canada as guest judges.

2013.1.1  International Assignments.  TICA Allbreed Judges invited to judge non-TICA shows as guest judges

shall advise  the Judging Administrator.

2013.1.2  A TICA judge, in addition to being licensed by TICA, may be licensed by any Traditional

Association [affiliated with the World Cat Congress or other independent Traditional Associations] and may

judge as a Traditional judge for that association.

Rationale: The above proposed changes bring equality to all TICA judges. Currently, only judges outside of

North America can be licensed by and judge for Traditional Associations.

Motion carried with Ashley, Caruthers, Christian, Crockett and Parris opposed.  (See
Motion #77.)

77.  Motion was made by Parkinson and seconded by Caruthers to reconsider Motion #72.
Motion carried with the President breaking the tie vote; Dickie, Fisher Parkinson Parris and
Wood were opposed.  On reconsideration Motion 72 carried with the President breaking
the tie; Ashley, Caruthers, Christian, Crockett and Parris were opposed.



The International Cat Association, Inc.

Board
Governance



PREFACE
to By-Laws, Registration Rules, Show Rules, Standing Rules

Uniform Color Descriptions and Standards

The By-Laws take precedence over ALL other Rules, followed by the Registration Rules, Show Rules, Standing Rules,

and Uniform Color Descriptions, in that order. The Registration Rules, Show Rules, Standing Rules, and Uniform

Color Descriptions shall take precedence over any individual Breed Standard UNLESS that Standard is MORE

restrictive than the general rules applying to ALL breeds, in which case the Standard shall take precedence.
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ARTICLE ONE:  Committee Charter

The purpose of this committee is:

� To infuse a desire for and commitment to best practices in governance within the TICA Board of
Directors.

� Review and recommend to the full Board governance processes such as agenda design and
management, Board action follow up, budget and strategic planning "rhythm", and meeting evaluation.

� Oversee development of TICA Board policies, including "Board Ethics."

� Solicit recommendations and arrange for Board "educational" sessions about TICA's business and
operating processes.
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ARTICLE TWO:  Ethics

Confidentiality.  Members of the Board of Directors shall use information belonging to or obtained through
their affiliation with TICA solely for the purpose of performing services as a Board member for TICA.  All
such information is confidential.  Members of the Board may not disclose, divulge, or make accessible
confidential information to any person, including relatives, friends and business and professional
associates, other than to persons who have a legitimate need for such information and to whom TICA has
authorized disclosure.

Members of the Board of Directors are reminded that Standing Rule 109.2.8 specifically prohibits the
dissemination of information related to any matter discussed in Executive Sessions of the Board.

Members of the Board must exercise good judgment and care at all times to avoid unauthorized or improper
disclosures of confidential information.  

Conduct.  Members of the Board of Directors are expected to abide by the TICA By-Laws, Show Rules,

Registration Rules, Judging Program (if applicable), and all Board rulings.  While members of the Board
of Directors are expected and encouraged to discuss and debate proposals presented during Board
meetings, once a decision is made, it is the expectation that the individual Directors will abide by and
support the action of the Board, even though the prevailing position might not have been their own.

Members of the Board of Directors are ambassadors for and representatives of TICA at all times, and shall
conduct themselves accordingly.  
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ARTICLE THREE:  Action by Board Ballot

The By-Laws of the Association provide that a Director may request a ballot be taken on an issue between
formal meetings of the Board.  These are to be submitted through the Business Manager.  The President
and Vice President may request action on an issue directly.

It is the policy of the Board that ballots submitted between meetings be kept to a minimum and, generally,
be limited to items for which action must be taken prior to the next regularly-scheduled Board Meeting or
those items of a routine nature which do not require extensive debate.

Ballot Issues Initiated by a Regional Director.  

g Issues which come to the attention of a Regional Director, and for which they feel a Board vote is
necessary, must first be submitted to the full Board for discussion.  

g A period for discussion will be set by that Director.  
g At the conclusion of the discussion period, that Director (or any other) may decide to submit the issue

for a formal ballot.

g The motion and an explanation must be submitted to the Business Manager who will submit the formal
ballot for vote.

g As each individual board member votes, their vote shall be made known to the remaining members of
the Board.  

Use of Board Ballots for Consent Agenda Items.  
g The President should consider the use of a Board Ballot prior to the actual meeting of the Board for

those items which are of a more routine nature, require little discussion or are generally for information
only purposes.  

g These items might require a “receipt be noted” action by the Board.  
g It will be the responsibility of individual Board members to read these items, ask appropriate questions

and then vote on those items.  
g If there is an individual item that a Board Member feels deserves debate and discussion, rather than

the answering of simple questions, it may be pulled from the Consent Agenda Board Ballot and placed
on the regular meeting agenda for discussion and action.
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ARTICLE FOUR:  Meeting Agenda Management

Amended Board Governance Policy

Meeting Agenda Management

It is the policy of the Board that the agenda be efficiently managed in order to engage the Board in the most
important business facing the Association and reflect the discussions necessary for the highest and best
use of the Board of Directors.

Time Management

The agenda items should be assigned suggested time limits.  The Board finds this useful in managing
discussions.

Additionally, when there are items and reports that do not need to take up meeting time for discussion, they
should be placed on a consent agenda.  This would include items that the Board needs to take action on
but could easily be read by the board members, questions asked ahead of the meeting, and passed without
discussion or debate. If a particular item is felt to need discussion or debate (not just a simple question
answered), it can be pulled off the consent agenda and added into the regular agenda, at the request of
a Director.    

Governance Cycles

There are at least three major categories of agenda items which are recurring and components of which
might be presented to the Board in cycles.  They include the Budget cycle, Legislative cycle, and the
Committee cycle.

Budget Cycle

Topics for Annual Meeting
Review wrap up of prior year budget
Review results of prior year’s indicators (in business plan)

Topics for Winter Meeting
Review and accept prior year’s audit report

Mid-year budget review
Review mid-year indicator reports
Adopt new budget for next year

Topics for Spring Meeting
Strategic planning (review of business plan)
Review budget status
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Legislative Cycle

Topics for Annual
Proposals which, if passed, require membership vote
Proposals which require no membership vote

Topics for Winter Meeting
Proposals which require no membership vote

Topics for Spring Meeting
Proposals which require no membership vote

Committee Cycle

Topics for Annual
Report on prior year’s accomplishments
Receive and approve recommendations for new goals

Topics for Winter Meeting
Report on progress of goals

An additional cycle is the Governance Cycle,  which includes a review of the make up and viability of
regions every 3 years.

Follow Up Report

A follow up report will accompany each set of meeting minutes.  Follow up items will be reported on or
included in the next meeting agenda.  The follow up report will list any action that the Board had requested
during the prior meeting, the person assigned the task, a timeframe for accomplishment, and status.  Part
of every agenda would be the review of the follow up report.    
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Proposed Governance Policy

Publishing Minutes of the Meetings of the TICA Board of Directors

Reporting Executive Sessions

It is expected that the published minutes of the general board meeting record that the Board went into
executive session, what was discussed, and the outcome of that discussion.  For example, the general
minutes of the meeting may record that the Board went into executive session to consider advancement
and re-licensing of judges.  

The general minutes would then record the outcome of that consideration, omitting the name of the maker
and second of the motion.  E.g.,  “The Board of Directors went into executive session to consider
advancement and licensing of judges.  All judges were re-licensed with the exception of Judge A who was
to be considered re-licensed only upon completion of requirements.  Applicants A, B and C were accepted
into the Judging Program.  Judges D, E, and F were advanced to Approved Allbreed Judge.  

The Board should maintain separate minutes of the executive session meeting which, if appropriate, go into
more detail and reflect the deliberation and reasoning behind whatever action the board took in executive
session.

Reporting outcome of voting:  

The outcome of voting on motions will be either noted as “carried” or “denied”.  The use of “carried
unanimously” shall be used only if requested by the Chair and agreed to by the Board.  

When there are amendments to a main (original) motion, only the final outcome of the main motion is
recorded with a “parenthetical” that the main motion had been amended:  E.g., Upon amendment, Motion
made by X and seconded by Y to amend Show Rules as follows.

When a motion is reconsidered, only the outcome of the main motion is reported.  E.g., Motion to amend
Show Rules, upon reconsideration, is denied.   OR, Motion to amend Show Rules, upon reconsideration,
carries.  
.
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ARTICLE FIVE:  Travel Reimbursement:

President/Vice President  (Officers)

In accordance with Standing Rule 1011.4.3, the travel expenses of the President and Vice President to
attend Board meetings are to be reimbursed by the Association, if funds are available.

Procedures for Implementation of Policy:

Reimbursable Expenses:  
g If an Officer chooses to travel by car to a meeting, reimbursement for transportation will be based on

the lesser of:

g Mileage at the prevailing rate allowed by the Internal Revenue Service OR 

g The lowest reasonable airfare available, including any additional ground transportation required.
The Officer must demonstrate that the cost of travel by car is the lesser by submitting a brief
analysis, comparing the two.  Officers will be reimbursed for hotel and meals at the same rate that
is available for Regional Directors.

Claiming Reimbursement:  

g Officers may claim reimbursement under this policy by completing and submitting the TICA official
Expense Report.  

g All original receipts must be attached for any expenses claimed which are not paid for directly by the
Association or included in per diem.  Expense reimbursements for the Vice President must be approved
by the President, prior to payment.  Expense reimbursements for the President must be approved by
the Chairman of the Finance Committee, prior to payment.
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ARTICLE SIX:  Travel Reimbursement:

Regional Directors

Policy:  It is the policy of the board that a portion of the transportation expenses of the Regional Directors
will be reimbursed when they attend Board Meetings.  
g North American RDs - Up to $300 for meetings held in North America
g International RDs - Up to $800 for meetings held in North America

For meetings held internationally:
g Directors from the continent in which the meeting is held - Up to $300
g Other directors - Up to $800

Procedures for Implementation of Policy:  If a Director chooses to travel by car to a meeting, the director
may be reimbursed:  

g Mileage at the prevailing rate allowed by the Internal Revenue Service OR  

g The cost of an airline ticket. The Director must demonstrate that the cost of travel by car is the lesser
by submitting a printout of the lowest available fare between the airport nearest to the Director and the
location of the meeting.  Directors judging the show and those using mileage award tickets will not be
reimbursed.



4/18/07 FOLLOW-UP REPORT

No. ITEM RESPONSIBILITY STATUS

1 A05.  Contract for W ebmaster services EO Discussion/decision

S07

2 A05  Add a field to our Registration Program which will allow for identifying the microchip number and

the tattoo number on the registration certificate.

Larry Hart S07

3 S06 Revise draft of Board Governance Policy for Travel Reimbursement:  Office of the President Board Governance Com S07 

4 S06 Nancy Parkinson appointed as the Liaison for South America to assist in getting the plan revised

and completed.  

Nancy Parkinson W 07 Report

5 S06  Send out a poll to the American Bobtail and American Bobtail Longhair for a decision on

Category I or III explaining all of the ramifications.   CHECK

EO S07

6 J06  Unclaimed titles from last show season Hart/Bowers S07 Status Report

7 PowerPoint instruction on processing of registrations EO S07 Board Education

8

9

10

11

12

Page 41
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FY2007-2008
BUDGET PROPOSAL

BUDGET ITEM APPROVED APPROVED REMAINING
REVISED REVISED DISBURSED BUDGET
BUDGET DISBURSED BUDGET BUDGET
FY05-06 FY05-06 FY06-07 1st-3rd QTR 07 FY06-07 FY07-08

MERCHANDISE 1,208.72 0.00 $0.00 $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ 0.00

ADVERTISING/MARKETING $4,200.00 $636.00 $4,200.00 $ 1,963.50 $ 2,236.50 $4,200.00
   Magazine $ 1,507.50
   Other $ 456.00

ANNUAL AWARDS PROGRAM $25,000.00 $26,640.18 $25,000.00 $ 13,293.63 $ 11,706.37 $28,000.00
   Banquet Expense $ 3,005.13
   Freight and Postage $ 3,106.09
   Plaques/Trophies $ 3,571.75
   Regional Rebate $ 1,240.00
   Rosettes $ 2,370.66

BANK $ 20,000.00 $ 20,148.16 $ 20,000.00 $ 15,090.29 $ 4,909.71 $ 20,000.00
   Credit Card Charges $ 13,748.64
   Returned Checks $ 1,147.00
   Service Charges $ 194.65

BOARD MEETING EXPENSE 44,200.00 46,868.81 $ 60,000.00 $ 39,833.41 $ 20,166.59 $ 60,000.00
Annual Meeting
   Appointed officials-lodging $ 2,948.08
   Appointed officials-per diem $ 563.87
   Appointed officials-travel $ 5,131.45
   Board-lodging $ 10,950.61
   Board-per diem $ 3,825.00
   Board-travel $ 6,348.21
   Room/Refreshments $ 3,951.64
Winter Meeting
   Appointed officials-lodging
   Appointed officials-per diem $ 419.00
   Appointed officials-travel $ 2,001.57
   Board-lodging
   Board-per diem $ 1,053.00
   Board-travel $ 2,577.00
   Room/Refreshments $ 63.98
Spring Meeting
   Appointed officials-lodging
   Appointed officials-per diem
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FY2007-2008
BUDGET PROPOSAL

BUDGET ITEM APPROVED APPROVED REMAINING
REVISED REVISED DISBURSED BUDGET
BUDGET DISBURSED BUDGET BUDGET
FY05-06 FY05-06 FY06-07 1st-3rd QTR 07 FY06-07 FY07-08

   Appointed officials-travel
   Board-lodging
   Board-per diem
   Board-travel
   Room/Refreshments

COMMITTEE EXPENSES $2,000.00 $2,047.50 $2,000.00 $ 0.00 $ 2,000.00 $2,000.00
  Rescue 
  Feline Welfare 

COMMUNICATION $16,000.00 $22,375.98 $10,000.00 $ 5,633.43 $ 4,366.57 $10,000.00
   Internet Charges $ 216.30
   Webmaster
   Telephone $ 5,417.13
         Maintenance
         Charges (LD, Infor, etc.)

COMPUTER $60,000.00 $68,459.33 $60,000.00 $ 38,350.54 $ 21,649.46 $60,000.00
   Equipment $ 7,263.33
   Programming $ 27,449.10
   Repair $ 64.90
   Software $ 3,073.19
   Supplies/Support $ 500.02

CORP SPONSOR $45,000.00 $24,010.00 $45,000.00 $ 45,990.00 -$ 990.00 $45,000.00

DUES/MISC/SUBS $3,500.00 $1,806.37 $3,500.00 $ 305.83 $ 3,194.17 $3,500.00

Page 2



FY2007-2008
BUDGET PROPOSAL

BUDGET ITEM APPROVED APPROVED REMAINING
REVISED REVISED DISBURSED BUDGET
BUDGET DISBURSED BUDGET BUDGET
FY05-06 FY05-06 FY06-07 1st-3rd QTR 07 FY06-07 FY07-08

FREIGHT AND POSTAGE $45,000.00 $54,635.26 $48,000.00 $ 45,769.19 $ 2,230.81 $48,000.00
   Adjustments -$ 445.00
   Ballot $ 28.33
   BOD/Officials $ 3,739.99
   Committees $ 0.00
   Customers $ 237.15
   Show Supplies $ 971.70
   Miscellaneous postage $ 72.00
   Other freight charges $ 978.12
   Box rent/permits
   Postage meter $ 40,186.90
   Misc. postage

INSURANCE $45,000.00 $24,733.33 $24,000.00 $ 23,025.83 $ 974.17 $24,000.00
   Director's Liability $ 2,282.00
   Fire $ 1,362.60
   General/Administrative $ 774.64
   Show Liability $ 18,606.59

OFFICE EQUIPMENT $32,800.00 $41,058.14 $32,800.00 $ 27,685.02 $ 5,114.98 $32,800.00
   Leases $ 25,717.96
   Maintenance $ 48.00
   Purchase $ 695.11
   Repair $ 93.98
   Tax $ 1,129.97

OFFICE MAINTENANCE 35,000.00 45,989.20 $2,000.00 $ 412.37 $ 1,587.63 $2,000.00
   Repairs $ 412.37
   Leasehold improvements

OFFICE SUPPLIES $16,000.00 $22,368.11 $16,000.00 $ 16,073.73 -$ 73.73 $16,000.00
   Laminating Supplies $ 1,289.35
   Other $ 12,340.24
   Paper $ 2,444.14
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FY2007-2008
BUDGET PROPOSAL

BUDGET ITEM APPROVED APPROVED REMAINING
REVISED REVISED DISBURSED BUDGET
BUDGET DISBURSED BUDGET BUDGET
FY05-06 FY05-06 FY06-07 1st-3rd QTR 07 FY06-07 FY07-08

PAYROLL (Salaries and Benefits) $360,184.94 $393,203.58 $391,437.02 $ 286,158.33 $ 105,278.69 $ 400,744.75
   Contract Labor $ 92.00
   Employee Benefits $ 10,055.24
   Salary/Wages $ 255,034.86
   Taxes $ 20,797.36
   TWC $ 178.87

PRINTING $30,000.00 $39,718.10 $25,000.00 $ 18,418.18 $ 6,581.82 $25,000.00
   Administrative $ 18,418.18
   Ballot
   Judges Books
   Other

PROFESSIONAL FEES $23,000.00 $20,781.63 $25,000.00 $ 22,580.93 $ 2,419.07 $25,000.00
   Accounting and Audit $ 9,590.00
   Ballots $ 6,983.21
    Legal Fees $ 5,000.00
   Payroll preparation $ 1,007.72

REIMBURSEMENTS $5,600.00 $3,359.75 $5,600.00 $ 2,604.10 $ 2,995.90 $5,600.00
   APPOINTED OFFICIALS
     Clerking Administrator 
     Judging Administrator-Fee $ 2,500.00
             Supplies/postage $ 104.10

RENT and UTILITIES 28,300.00 28,070.00 $34,700.00 $ 26,032.00 $ 8,668.00 $34,700.00
   Custodial $ 4,290.00
   Rent $ 21,742.00

SECURITY* $1,000.00 $396.21 $1,000.00 $ 292.29 $ 707.71 $1,000.00

TAXES $20,000.00 -$2,007.37 $10,000.00 -9009.88 $ 19,009.88 $10,000.00
   Federal
   Property $ 215.21
   State
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FY2007-2008
BUDGET PROPOSAL

BUDGET ITEM APPROVED APPROVED REMAINING
REVISED REVISED DISBURSED BUDGET
BUDGET DISBURSED BUDGET BUDGET
FY05-06 FY05-06 FY06-07 1st-3rd QTR 07 FY06-07 FY07-08

TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENTS $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $6,000.00 $ 1,882.47 $ 4,117.53 $6,000.00
   Employee $ 162.60
   Officers $ 726.37
   Other $ 993.50

TREND $50,000.00 $67,361.20 $50,000.00 $ 54,965.19 -$ 4,965.19 $50,000.00
Editorial Fees $ 13,190.18
Commission $ 1,984.25
Publishing and distribution $ 39,790.76

YEARBOOK 0.00 138,823.83 $80,000.00 $ 12,030.72 $ 67,969.28 $80,000.00
   Editorial Fees
    Yearbook Editor $ 7,500.00
     Assistant Editor $ 3,000.00
   Freight $ 837.46
   Reimbursed Expenses $ 693.26
   Publishing

TOTALS $918,993.66 $1,097,483.30 $981,237.02 $ 689,381.10 $291,855.92 $993,544.75

*This years Regional Rebate will be approximately $14515.  (2243 rings @ $5 plus $300/reg for 11 regions.)
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FY2007-2008
BUDGET PROPOSAL

BUDGET ITEM APPROVED APPROVED REMAINING
REVISED REVISED DISBURSED BUDGET
BUDGET DISBURSED BUDGET BUDGET
FY05-06 FY05-06 FY06-07 1st-3rd QTR 07 FY06-07 FY07-08

REVENUE - 1st-3rd QTR

MEMBERSHIPS $ 23,207.00
FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS $ 995.00
INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSHIPS $ 15,800.00
ADD'L BREED SECTIONS $ 795.00
CATTERY REGISTRATION $ 40,675.00
INDIVIDUAL REGISTRATIONS $ 31,513.00
BLUE SLIPS $ 137,000.00
LITTER REGISTRATION $ 101,228.00
HHP REGISTRATION $ 2,149.00
TRANSFERS/LEASES $ 16,102.00
DUP/CORR ADD/DEL SUFFIX $ 8,924.00
CONFIRMATIONS $ 18,825.00
SUPREME CONFIRMATIONS $ 3,395.00
CERTIFIED PEDIGREES - 3 $ 42,025.00
CERTIFIED PEDIGREES - 5 $ 76,880.00
CLUB CHARTERS $ 630.00
CLUB CHARTER RENEWALS $ 1,815.00
JUDGES $ 3,985.00
SHOW LICENSE $ 28,985.00
ANNUAL AWARDS $ 36,760.00
SHOW INSURANCE $ 17,200.00
PUBLICATIONS $ 243.00
TICA TREND $ 13,577.28
YEARBOOK $ 33,729.15
MISCELLANEOUS $ 134,460.37

TOTAL $ 790,897.80
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EMPLOYEE SALARY HOURLY ANNUAL EMPLYR EMPLYR TOTAL
FICA IRA (3%)

Leslie A. Bowers (FT) - Business Manager
   Effective 03/01/2007 $57,665.50 $ 57,665.50 $ 4,411.41 $ 1,729.97 $ 63,806.88

Teodora Zuniga (FT) - Admin Asst
   Effective 03/01/2007 $15.50 $ 32,240.00 $ 2,466.36 $ 967.20 $ 35,673.56

Francisca Cardona (FT) - Admin Asst
   Effective 03/01/2007 $15.50 $ 32,240.00 $ 2,466.36 $ 967.20 $ 35,673.56

Rebecca Sandoval (FT) - Scoring Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $ 12.97 $ 26,977.60 $ 2,063.79 $ 809.33 $ 29,850.71

Sonya Martinez (FT) - Accts Maint Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $15.50 $ 32,240.00 $ 2,466.36 $ 967.20 $ 35,673.56

Leticia Chavez (FT) - Membership Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $11.93 $ 24,814.40 $ 1,898.30 $ 744.43 $ 27,457.13

Leticia Davila (FT) - Data Entry Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $6.71 $ 13,956.80 $ 1,067.70 $ 0.00 $ 15,024.50

Clara Villarreal (FT) - Mail Clerk/Filing
   Effective 03/01/2007 $6.20 $ 12,896.00 $ 986.54 $ 0.00 $ 13,882.54

Lesley Hart (FT) - Data Systems Tech
   Effective 03/01/2007 $16.53 $ 34,382.40 $ 2,630.25 $ 0.00 $ 37,012.65

Gloria Mares (FT) - Data Entry Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $9.00 $ 18,720.00 $ 1,432.08 $ 561.60 $ 20,713.68

Oralia Gonzalez - (FT) - Clerk/Typist
   Effective 03/01/2007 $8.26 $ 17,180.80 $ 1,314.33 $ 0.00 $ 18,495.13

Carmen Serna (FT) - Scoring Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $8.26 $ 17,180.80 $ 1,314.33 $ 515.42 $ 19,010.56



Gisela Vasquez (FT) - Data Entry Clerk
   Effective 03/19/2007- Terminated  04/13/07 $8.26 $ 17,180.80 $ 1,314.33 $ 515.42 $ 19,010.56

Cecilia Garza (FT) Scoring Clerk
   Effective 03/01/2007 $5.68 $ 11,814.40 $ 903.80 $ 0.00 $ 12,718.20

Subtotal $ 349,489.50 $ 26,735.95 $ 7,777.77 $ 384,003.22

TOTAL PAYROLL $ 401,283.36

TAXES
    * SUTA  (3.7%) $ 14,208.12
    * FUTA (.008) $ 3,072.03

$ 17,280.14

IRA CONTRIBUTION $ 7,777.77

TOTAL EMPLOYER TAX/IRA CONTRIBUTION $ 25,057.92
*These amounts fluctuate
FT=Full Time     PT=Part Time

OVERTIME REPORT EMPLOYEE HRS O/T RATE TOTAL
EACH

WEEK OF 03/31/07 CARDONA 9.5 $ 23.25 $ 220.88
SANDOVAL 12.5 $ 19.46 $ 243.19
SERNA 7 $ 12.39 $ 86.73
HART 3 $ 24.80 $ 74.39

WEEK OF 04/14/07 CARDONA 6.5 $ 23.25 $ 151.13
SERNA 7 $ 12.39 $ 86.73

WEEK OF 04/28/07 CARDONA 22 23.25 $ 511.50
SANDOVAL 20.5 19.46 $ 398.93
HART 3.5 24.8 $ 86.80

TOTAL $ 1,860.26



Hi All: 

I promised I would do a bit of analysis on the Yearbook and report to you all. As we all
know, the inventory in the EO is quite high.  Thanks to everyone for taking some of the
prior books. I ordered 3 cases and have been selling the books just to cover my shipping.

As of February, after our meeting, here is what I noted:

2003 Yearbook, printed 550 copies, 175 went to the EO, they shipped out 15 and have 160
remaining, $12,000+ cost in inventory

2004 Yearbook, printed 500 copies, 233 went to the EO, they shipped out 61 and had 172
remaining, $17,000+ cost in inventory

2005 Yearbook, printed 600 copies, 262 went to the EO, they shipped out 52 and had 210
remaining, $18,000+ cost in inventory

Somehow or another we managed to have 700 copies of 2006 Yearbook printed. If sales
follows years past, we could be looking at only 400 copies in sales. If that is the case, we
would have 300 copies remaining at a cost somewhere in the $27,000+ range. 

The old saying is that: "If you keep doing the same thing, you'll keep getting the same
result." Sooooo, we need to do something different this year in order to reduce our loss in
yearbooks==since we have 700 to deal with. This excess in yearbook inventory could
translate into additional loss to our bottom line.

Any thoughts? I do find that people are willing to buy yearbooks if I have them at shows.
So far, I've been selling old books; people do ask me about the new ones. Maybe we all
should have some to sell.  If we all sold 8 new books, we could come close to taking care
of 100 books and reducing potential loss.

You must also know that the Yearbooks cost us AT LEAST twice as much as we sell them
for. 

Vickie Fisher
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2007 Russia Ballot Results

 I agree that Russia will become NOT Isolated area from 1st of May
2007

4 Yes

7 No

1 Astain 

Exception Report

• There was one with no e-mail address.

• There were two returned e-mails as not good addresses.

• There was one with return receipt and no vote was received.

• There were fourteen Russian members that did not vote.

Total of Russian members   30

Total of Voting members    12 

Total of No votes                 18



2007 American Bobtail Breed Group Results

Vote for ONE

9   Category I:  This category is for breeds which typically differ from  one of the older established breeds or from  the general feline population on the basis of a single gene

locus.  Many of these breeds have originated as spontaneous mutations within the domestic cat population.  Others have appeared within established breeds and may be the

result of earlier mutations or outcrosses.  Regardless of origin, these breeds are still in active development and may need to cross back to a parental breed to im prove type

or augm ent a lim ited gene pool.  W ith few exceptions these breeds generally have little to gain from  use of cats of unknown backgrounds. 

Registration Rules 37.2.2  s tates:  “Requirem ents for Cham pionship Exhibition .  There can be no outcross to other breeds except within a breed group within the three

generation pedigree.  No unknown or unregistered cats may appear within the three generation pedigree.”

9   Category III:  This category is for breeds which typically differ from  one of the older established breeds or from  the general feline population on the basis of a single gene

locus.  Many of these breeds have originated as spontaneous mutations within the domestic cat population.  Others have appeared within established breeds and may be the

result of earlier mutations or outcrosses.  Regardless of origin, these breeds are still in active development and may need to cross back to a parental breed to im prove type

or augm ent a lim ited gene pool.  W ith few exceptions these breeds generally have little to gain from  use of cats of unknown backgrounds. 

Registration Rules 37.4.2 states: “Requirem ents for Cham pionship Exhibition .  There can be no unknown or unregistered cats within the three generation pedigree unless

a special exception is m ade for the breed due to an unusually lim ited gene pool.  Hybridization is acceptable within the pedigree provided these outcrosses are to one of the

listed accepted outcross breeds.   (See Requirem ents for Registration, 37.4.4.)

Standing Rules 307.4.2 states:  “Category III breeds must have an SBT(V), AOP, BOP or COP status code to be eligible for cham pionship com petition.“

Neither category creates difficulty for a cat com ing in under the ancestry registry. 

Both categories require that any cat brought in as an O1T be bred to SBT status for showing, after being registered with the following procedure:  A signed Certificate Form

(Form  #R- 4067) from  three TICA Allbreed judges stating that they have handled the cat in question and find that it sufficiently m eets the standard for its breed to be used in

a breeding program .

Additional Registration Rules which apply to both categories:

37.8.2 A change to a m ore restrictive category shall apply only to cats born ten or m ore weeks subsequent to the date the change is approved and the m em bership is notified.

(This allows for litters which are in utero at the tim e the change is approved.) Cats born prior to this date will still be accepted 

according to the earlier requirem ents.

37.8.4 No cat's registration shall be rescinded due to subsequent change in registration category for the breed.

21 Category 3

3 Category 1

Exception Report

• There were three with no e-mail addresses/no votes.

• There were nineteen that did not vote.

Total of eligible voting members          46

Total of Voting members                     24

Total of no votes                                 22



The International Cat Association, Inc.

Business
Plan
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PREFACE

to By-Laws, Registration Rules, Show Rules, Standing Rules, Uniform Color Descriptions and

Standards

The By-Laws take precedence over ALL other Rules, followed by the Registration Rules, Show Rules,

Standing Rules, and Uniform Color Descriptions, in that order.  The Registration Rules, Show Rules,

Standing Rules, and Uniform Color Descriptions shall take precedence over any individual Breed

Standard UNLESS that Standard is MORE restrictive than the general rules applying to ALL breeds,

in which case the Standard shall take precedence.
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TICA Business Plan

The “Vision” of The International Cat Association, Inc. (TICA) is:

To be the cat fancier’s choice for registration, exhibition, comradery, and guidance on feline care and welfare and

genetically sound, responsible breeding.” 

The “Mission” of the International Cat Association (TICA) is:

To be the most accurate and comprehensive feline registry in the world.

To encourage and sanction cat shows that are both enjoyable and educational. 

To promote comradery among cat fanciers worldwide.

To encourage the caring, responsible ownership of cats and the responsible breeding of pedigree cats.

The “Values” of TICA are that it will:

Respect, honor, and promote the welfare of all cats.

Maintain an accurate and comprehensive genetic registry.

Foster comradery and good sportsmanship.

Provide friendly, efficient customer service.

The essence of TICA is captured in its Motto: 

“TICA for fabulous felines, fun and friendships!”

History.  The International Cat Association was organized in the summer of 1979.  The first Annual Board of Directors' Meeting was

held in August, 1979, in Atlanta, Georgia and the first  Annual International Convention and Awards Banquet was held in Pasadena,

California, on Labor Day weekend in 1980.  

TICA's unique genetically-based registry has encouraged world-wide participation and is the largest genetic registry in the world.  W hat

started on a trial basis has become another hallmark of TICA.  The organization follows a judging format which eliminates any

reference to status, title or identification of the show entries.  W ith enthusiastic acceptance by exhibitors, the Board of Directors

approved an unprecedented process whereby cats are judged purely on their merits at the time of judging.

TICA's oldest chartered club is the Commencement Cat Club, founded in Olympia, W ashington on July 30, 1979.  TICA became truly

"international" in September of 1979 when the All Japan Cat Club was chartered.  TICA clubs include charters in Argentina, Austria,

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, Iceland, Japan, Malta, Mexico, the Netherlands, Peru, the Philippines, Puerto

Rico, Russia, Switzerland, and  the United States.

Structure. TICA is guided by a Board of Directors, comprised of a President, Vice President, and Regional Directors.  The officers

and directors are elected for 3-year terms by the TICA general membership.  

The President is the Chief Executive Officer and official spokesperson for the Association and is authorized to take any action on behalf

of the Association necessary to conduct the day-to-day operations of the Association.  Authority to enter into contracts or file lawsuits

is given to the President only by specific approval of the Board.  The President presides at the Annual Convention and all other

meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors is charged with the administration of the affairs of the Association and with policy formulation and

implementation.  Any proposed changes to the Show Rules, By-Laws and/or Registration Rules must be submitted by the Board to

the membership for a vote of ratification or denial.

TICA members are represented by Regional Directors.  It is the Board’s desire to maintain sufficient regions so that directors may

adequately perform their duties to their members yet cause regions to be somewhat “equal” to each other in membership and activity.

TICA currently has 13 regions which are:  South America, Northern Europe, Southern Europe, Asia, Great Lakes, Great Plains,

Northeast, Mid Atlantic, Mid Pacific, Northwest, South Central, South East, Southwest.  The Associate Director for Australia and New

Zealand has resigned and not been replaced.  Effective January 1, 2007, the Great Plains Region will be dissolved and its membership

absorbed by the South Central, Southwest, Great Lakes and Northwest Regions.  The South America Region has been returned to

Associate Director status.  However, the region’s progress towards developing itself into a more viable region will be reviewed as early

as May, 2008.
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Responsibilities of the Regional Directors include scheduling shows for the regions, promoting Regional Awards, promoting judging

schools and seminars in conjunction with shows, recruiting new clubs and members, and the dissemination of information to the clubs

in their regions. 

The Board of Directors employs a Business Manager/Executive Secretary, who may also be Treasurer, to manage the business affairs

of the Association.  The Business Manager serves in an advisory capacity to the Board and is not a voting member.

The Board of Directors appoints the Judging Administrator and has also created standing committees to serve in an advisory capacity

to various functions of the Association.  These standing committees are the following:  

Computerization Committee

Feline W elfare Committee

Finance Committee

Genetics Committee

Governance Committee

Household Pet Committee

International Development Committee

Legal Committee

Legislative Committee

Marketing Committee

Publications Committee

Rescue Committee

Rules Committee

TIFS Junior Achiever Committee

Board Governance Policy.

Accountability.  The Board understands that its duty is to see that the organization acts in the best interests of the members whom

it serves, including the cat fancy, in general.  Board members bring perspectives and knowledge from outside endeavors, different

geographical areas and diverse cultures.  Although Regional Directors represent single regions and consider the perspective of those

specific regions, they must also consider the best interests of TICA as a whole, as well as the cat fancy in general.  Directors do not

represent single constituencies.  The Board acts with diligence and objectivity on behalf of the members as a whole.

Responsibility.  The Board focuses its work on major responsibilities:

Defining the ends, policies, and goals of the organization, beginning with the mission, vision, and strategic plan

Making and supporting decisions that advance the ends

Monitoring organizational performance and exercise accountability for results, especially in the areas of mission effectiveness,

financial stewardship, strategic direction, and customer service

Taking responsibility for the Board’s own effectiveness

Exemplary Conduct.  Exhibit trust and respect toward colleagues and management, honor the confidentiality of sensitive information,

and be aware of and disclose any (or potential) conflicts of interest.

Mission-Driven.  Board work is designed to enhance the mission, vision, values and strategic direction of the organization.

Value-Added Work.  The Board focuses its meetings and other work on activities that add value for the organization, with an emphasis

on high-level, strategic matters and critical issues affecting the future of the organization and the cat fancy.

In order to ensure that sufficient time is available for the Board to discuss and act at a strategic level, a third meeting has been added

to the annual meeting schedule.  W hile the Annual meeting remains unchanged, the Board has created a W inter meeting, to be held

on the 4  full weekend in January, and a Spring meeting, to be held the 3  full weekend in May.th rd

Since the Board of Directors is a volunteer board, it is important to maximize the ability of members and advisors to attend and

minimize the expense to the organization and individual directors and advisors.  To that end, the Board has determined that both the

W inter and Spring meetings will occur over weekends, rather than during the week, minimizing the need for absence from work.  

W inter meetings will be held at TICA’s Executive Office location of Harlingen, Texas.  An exception may be considered if an

international club submits a request to host a show in conjunction with the Board meeting.  Spring meetings will rotate location within
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the United States from a Central U.S. location, to a W est Coast location, and then an East Coast location.  These meetings will occur

at a hotel at or near a major international airport.  

Membership.  Membership in TICA supports:

The maintenance of a cat and cattery registry.

A recognition system which includes the development and maintenance of breed standards, show licensing, granting of titles

and awards.

Training and certification of judges.

Training and certification of show clerks.

Information networks for breeders and fanciers to enhance their knowledge of the responsible care of felines.

W ho may join?  Membership shall be open to any individual person who is interested in owning, breeding or exhibiting domesticated

cats. 

Members are divided into classes, as follows:  

Regular Member.  Those members 18 years of age or older who have paid the regular membership fee.  Regular members are

eligible to vote and to receive all rights, privileges and honors accorded.

Family Member.  Additional members of a regular member's family, over the age of 18 years, who pay family membership dues.

Family members have the same rights and privileges as regular members.  Only one family member per regular member may vote.

International Member.  Those members 18 years of age or older who have paid the international membership fee.  International

members are eligible to vote and to receive all rights, privileges and honors accorded.

International Family Member.  Additional members of an International member’s family, over the age of 18, who pay international

family membership dues.  Family members have the same rights/privileges as International members, excluding a TICA TREND

subscription.  One additional family member per international member may vote.

Junior Member.  Those members under 18 years of age who pay junior membership dues.  Junior members have the same

rights and privileges as regular members except the right to vote and hold office.

Life Member.   Those members who pay the life membership fee.  Life members have the same rights and privileges as regular

members.

Schedule of the membership dues, payable the first of May for the ensuing year:

Regular Member - $25

Family Member - $10

Junior Member - $10

Regular Member-5 year - $110

International Member - $30

International Family Member - $15

International Junior Member - $15

International Regular-5 year - $135

Life Member - $1,000

W hat are the benefits?  Membership, first and foremost, gives an individual the right to vote.  A distinguishing feature of TICA is the

fact that individual members may vote on issues, directly, not through club representation.  Membership also includes the right to

belong to a breed section of choice.

Members receive a complimentary subscription to the TICA Trend, the official bi-monthly magazine of the Association which contains

the following:

Quarterly financial report and annual audit report of the Association

Regional Awards (Aug/Sep)

International Awards (Oct/Nov)

Candidate Election Statements (Oct/Nov) 

Hall of Fame, TICA Treasure, Lifetime Achievement

Judge of the Year/Member of the Year Ballots

Annual Service Awards

Membership Ballot Results

Photos of Applicants to the Judging Program

Notices of Intent - Breed/Trait Advancements

Officer’s Reports

Recall Petitions/Rebuttals

Initiative and Referendums/Rebuttals

Five-year chart showing membership numbers by region (Feb/Mar)
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Membership is not required to register cats, attend shows, achieve titles, win awards, or belong to a club.  New members must

complete the application for which includes an agreement to abide by the rules and regulations of the Association, pay the required

fee for membership dues and have at least one cat or a cattery name registered with TICA.  A member's region of record is the region

where the member resides.

TICA Membership by Region:

Region 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

AA 250 253 333 1230 375 707 745 576

GL 302 293 279 306 305 358 421 423

GP 74 89 96 96 105 105 121 127

MA 314 294 269 303 314 292 295 316

MP 229 215 194 222 250 246 246 268

NE 249 251 226 239 266 278 295 333

EN 152 165 156 161 185 248 317 453

NW 366 351 306 341 323 379 374 384

SA 224 125 113 105 66 47 65 86

SC 387 283 256 311 296 306 338 345

SE 433 376 349 390 389 389 391 427

ES 210 152 123 180 157 161 170 151

SW 296 307 260 277 305 331 367 373

IN 7 4 12 11 10 27 27 19

TOTALS 3493 3158 2972 4172 3346 3874 4172 4277

REGION 2004 % OF

TOTAL

2005 % OF

TOTAL

2006 % OF

TOTAL

AA 707 18% 745 18% 576 13%

EN 248 6% 317 8% 453 11%

ES 161 4% 170 4% 151 4%

GL 358 9% 421 10% 423 10%

GP 105 3% 121 3% 127 3%

IN 27 1% 27 1% 19 0%

MA 292 8% 295 7% 316 7%

MP 246 6% 246 6% 268 6%

NE 278 7% 295 7% 333 8%

NW 379 10% 374 9% 384 9%

SA 47 1% 65 2% 86 2%

SC 306 8% 338 8% 345 8%

SE 389 10% 391 9% 427 10%

SW 331 9% 367 9% 373 9%

TOTALS 3874 100% 4172 100% 4284 100%
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Customer and Market Analysis.  TICA's customers are the individuals - breeders and fanciers - in the cat fancy who seek the services

and support provided by the Association.  Potential customers are animal lovers who are interested in and care about the welfare of

cats.

W hile potential markets for TICA’s services might be reflected in the memberships of other cat fancier and registry organizations,

another potential market for TICA’s services might be reflected by the circulation of the primary cat magazine, CAT FANCY. Junior

exhibitors and alliances with animal welfare and rescue groups may also be market potentials.

Key Success Indicators.  The following are the key success indicators that the organization chooses to track as indicative of its

success in fulfilling its Vision and Mission:

*Growth in the number of cats exhibited in TICA shows.

Region 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

AA 2101 2904 2907 2989 3544 5774 5514 4691

GL 3461 4141 3870 3977 3898 5429 4679 5430

GP 190 721 713 673 789 613 1091 690

MA 6381 4567 4603 4646 5758 5527 5405 4626

MP 5217 4558 4325 3924 5014 4704 5188 3788

NE 2955 3005 3466 4232 3374 3471 3309 4780

EN 1846 2509 2275 3444 2275 2861 3261 4986

NW 5790 7159 5512 5744 6524 6137 5038 5090

SA 3121 1952 2118 2131 2295 2404 1565 1707

SC 5253 5043 5007 4719 5283 4483 5881 5098

SE 3820 5269 6322 6393 5284 4599 4951 3739

ES 3385 1121 1501 2829 2568 1844 2630 2026

SW 3258 3491 3768 4261 5679 5350 5928 5535

Entries 46778 46440 46387 49962 51985 53254 54440 51172

Shows 337 311 322 340 348 371 397 395

Averages 139 149 144 147 149 144 137 130

*Growth in registrations

TICA Registrations by Year:

1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

 14,682  14,677  14,783  15,524  16,338  17,160  18,127  19,565 

Key Business Strategies.

Maintain the genetic-based registry.

Register Household Pets; recognize and honor them on an equal basis with pedigreed cats.

Maintain unique show format.  (Judging without known titles, friendly show atmosphere)

Membership entitles an individual vote.

Integrate business processes in order to deliver timely and professional customer service.

Support the development of new clubs in order to increase the number of show opportunities for current members and as a way

to encourage more interest in the cat fancy.

Preserve and expand the cat fancy through strategic alliances. 

Deliver a quality recognition program.

Expand TICA’s international presence.

Operations.  TICA operates through a paid staff located in the Executive Office in Harlingen, Texas.  The President and remaining

members of the Board of Directors are volunteers which are partially reimbursed for their expenses in holding office.  Additional

volunteers staff various appointed positions and standing committees.  Members of the Board of Directors serve as liaisons to the

standing committees.
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Objectives of The International Cat Association, as stated in its By-Laws, are:

The registration of the pedigrees of all breeds of felines and catteries;

The promulgation of rules governing the management of the Association and cat shows sanctioned by the Association;

The licensing of cat shows held under the auspices of the Association;

The establishment of comprehensive Standards for all breeds of domesticated cats;

The honoring of outstanding felines, their owners and breeders for their accomplishments;

The dissemination of information to promote the knowledge and interest of breeders, owners, exhibitors and the general public

concerning the breeding, exhibition and improvement of breeds, and the care and welfare of all cats; and, 

The promotion of educational and friendly relations between cat owners in this country and all other countries of the world.

Major Business Processes.  The following business processes of the Association support the accomplishment of the above

objectives and attempt to organize, categorize and define its "business" and support functions.

Membership Process.  TICA is a membership organization, totally dependent on sales of memberships and services to provide

sufficient resources to maintain its operations.  Members provide input into the governance of the organization and into such critical

activities as establishing breed standards, registration rules, and show rules.  The primary communication medium for the organization

is its official magazine, The TICA Trend.

Purpose.  To attract and retain members by providing quality service and those services and benefits desired by the members. 

The TICA TREND.

Purpose.  Provide a communication medium to members of upcoming show information, information useful to breeders and fanciers

which may enhance the welfare of cats, information relative to the governance of the organization, and a means to recognize cats

who deserve recognition for their accomplishments.  The TREND is available to non-members on a subscription basis.

Registration Process.  TICA's primary business activity is as a registry of cats.  One of the Association's unique features is its

genetic-based registry, which allows significant freedom to recognize new breeds and colors as they are discovered and developed.

Purpose.  To create and maintain breed standards and track/certify the pedigrees of cats presented to the Association for registration.

Historical data on registration activity within the major classes of registration are attached.

Breed Standards.

Purpose.  Maintain a uniform system of rules whereby new breeds and colors are considered and approved for registry and

competition.  Administer a system of breed committees which advise the Board of Directors of the necessity of changes to existing

breed standards.

Breeder Services.

Purpose.  To provide additional services in support of breeders and fanciers.

Awards Process.  TICA maintains a system of competition, centered around points earned by cats at local cat shows.  The

Association sanctions local clubs and their shows.  The clubs are financially responsible for their shows.

There are three ways a cat may officially receive acknowledgment for its accomplishments:

Titles

Regional Awards

International Awards

A significant number of TICA's business processes are designed to support this activity including maintenance of show rules, providing

supporting show supplies and insurance, tracking wins for titles, scoring shows for regional and international wins, supporting regional

and international awards ceremonies, and providing a yearbook to recognize and honor the winners.

Purpose.  The Awards Process was established to provide a venue for both breeders and fanciers to compete for titles an awards

for their cats, thereby fostering the development and maintenance of breed standards and creating an environment for social and

informational exchange.

Clubs.

Purpose.  Clubs provide the avenue for TICA to conduct an awards program, to generate interest in the cat fancy and cultivate

friendship among fanciers and breeders.
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The current number of chartered clubs is as follows:

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

502 522 537 552 572 588 610 632

Shows.

Purpose.  Shows, which are sponsored by individual TICA chartered clubs, are the means by which the awards program is carried

out.  Shows provide the setting for exhibitors to compete for awards and titles.  W ithout shows, there would be no awards program.

Shows, additionally, foster an interaction with cat fanciers which encourages interest in the cat fancy and provides a social setting.

Scoring.

Purpose.  The Scoring process is necessary to provide a framework by which competition is measured and to reliably, systematically,

and timely record scores generated by cats in competition so that cats and breeders can be honored by annual and regional awards.

Recognition  - Titles and Awards.

Purpose.  To provide a three-tiered approach to recognizing the accomplishments of breeders and fanciers through the granting of

titles and the awarding of Regional and International Awards and thereby, again, fostering the interest in the cat fancy.

The TICA Yearbook.

Purpose.  TICA’s flagship publication giving tribute to our organization.

Judging/Clerking Administration.

Purpose.  The Judging/Clerking Administration purpose is to provide qualified judges and clerks to support the awards program.

JUDGES 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

Allbreed

US/Canada 59 60 55 56 53 52 52 58

International 12 12 14 13 13 12 15 16

  TOTAL 71 72 69 69 66 64 67 74

Provisional

US/Canada 16 15 12 12 13 14 20 23

International 5 6 5 7 7 8 7 11

  TOTAL 21 21 17 19 20 22 27 34

Specialty

US/Canada 10 11 14 16 14 17 8 10

International 19 17 17 16 16 16 11 12

  TOTAL 29 28 31 32 30 33 19 22

LH/SH

Trainees

US/Canada 5 11 7 4 4 5 7 10

International 7 8 6 8 4 2 10 3

  TOTAL 12 19 13 12 8 7 17 13

Grand Total 133 140 130 132 124 126 130 143

Business Operations.

Purpose.  To carry out the day-to-day business of the Association in an efficient and effective manner.

Goals for next year:

Strategic goals.

1.  Set up a program to encourage household pet registrations by rebating to qualified 501(c)(3) organizations $1 of each new

registration they are responsible for.  STATUS:  Functional but not marketed—work continues on developing this program.

2.  Pursue a partnership with a major corporate sponsor in order to promote TICA, shows and showing.  STATUS:  Royal Canin

partnership is continuing.

3.  Pursue the possibility of TICA hosting a Madison Square Gardens cat show as a marketing and educational tool.  STATUS:

The Board has determined that this show is cost prohibitive at this time.
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4.  Review and approve an E-Business strategic plan at the 2005 Annual Meeting in order to provide quick and convenient

service to our customers.  STATUS:  The Board has determined that this show is cost prohibitive at this time.

5.  Ebiz Committee to develop and implement an Ebiz application before the beginning of the next show season.  STATUS:

This committee has been dissolved.  The webmaster, however, in addition to “online membership”, intends that additional web services

will be operational by the Annual meeting.  These may include Registration and Confirmation of W ins.

6.  Study the possibility of and benefits to seeking tax exempt status.  STATUS:  This was determined not to be feasible; tax

status will remain as is.

7.  To address the concern of the “graying of the cat fancy”, the President was asked to appoint a committee to look into

combining the current junior exhibitor program with TIFS Junior Achievers program and report back to the Board with a

recommendation by the Annual.  STATUS:  The Junior Achievers program has been implemented and enthusiasm is growing steadily,

thanks to regional coordinators and mentors.

8.  The Board believes that TICA should be more active in feline welfare and feline rescue activities.  The President was asked

to create and appoint members to a TICA Feline Rescue Committee.  The Feline W elfare Committee should be reconstituted.  Both

committees are to draft charters and report to the Board at the Annual.  The President was also asked to appoint a TICA member to

the Joint Purebred Rescue Board of Directors.  STATUS:  This has been completed.

Operational goals.

1.  Increase TREND advertising revenues to offset increase in production and mailing costs.  STATUS:  Board will review

TREND report at the Annual.

2.  Complete and implement a new Executive Office automated scoring system.  STATUS:  The Board has tasked the Executive

Director and staff to implement automatic titling by the Annual meeting.

3.  Continue to improve the quality of the Yearbook.  STATUS:  A Committee was appointed to review the Yearbook.  The

Committee report will be presented at the Annual meeting.

4.  In order to better coordinate shows throughout the regions, the Directors will establish and use a “Groups” calendar function

to list and track shows in the regions.  STATUS:  This was completed.

5.  In order to ensure that the committee system is functioning effectively, the Board referred to the Rules Committee the

following tasks:

a.  Draft purpose of the Board Liaison to committees.  STATUS:  Standing Rule 106.4 was updated and approved.

b.  Draft definition of the role of the Chairs of the committees.  STATUS:  Standing Rule 106.4.8 defines the International

Development Committee.  W ith the change from International to International Development Committee, draft amended committee

charter and focus.  STATUS:  Standing Rule 106.4.8 defines the International Development Committee. 

6.  Define roles of the Legislative and Feline W elfare Committees.  STATUS:  Rules Committee is working on an update for

the Feline W elfare Committee which should be on the Annual Agenda.

Page 58



Add By-Laws 19.2.7 (Sharon Ann Paradis)

19.2.7 Should any Regional Director be unable to attend a meeting of the Board of Directors due to
circumstances beyond the Regional Director’s control, such as airline flight cancellations, public
transportation strikes, or impassable highways then the regional Director will be allowed to participate in
the Board Meeting via audio and/or video conferencing technology.

Rationale: No Regional Director would intentionally miss attending a Board Meeting.  By allowing the use
of 21  century technology the Region he/she represents will not be penalized because of his/herst

absence.  Every cell phone on the market has an integrated speaker and most hotels have telephone
conference call capability; most hotels now have wireless internet connections.

Rules Comments:
LS - Attending meetings via telephone is, at best, unwieldy and impractical and, at worst, impossible as it
is already very difficult at times to hear and understand everything being said when people are in the
same room. The purpose of a physical meeting is to allow the board members to interact and discuss
matters in a face to face manner. It is also impossible to maintain a record of votes, or to allow for secret
ballots (as are held regarding some matters) with remote attendance. Additionally, confidentiality of the
board meetings is difficult as is; with no ability to ascertain and control who is actually listening to the
meeting, confidentiality, which is required by the bylaws in certain circumstances, cannot be maintained. 

Further, the membership just voted to eliminate proxies under far more restrictive circumstances
than this proposal. As this proposal would allow attendance at meetings without actually being present in
any circumstances whatsoever, I would not recommend this proposal. 

No region is "unrepresented" - each director must make decisions that are in the best interest of
TICA, not individual regions.

FY - If this is considered, the party who wishes to attend a meeting in such a 
manner should be responsible for all expenses and details of setting up the 
procedure.

MW - I'd like to take a different approach to this. I would suggest that we amend the By-Laws to include
the possibility of a Director attending a Board meeting via video or teleconference. And that the Director
(or Region) pay for any additional expense (taking into account any saving on unused airfares, lodging
and meals).  

This then shows that TICA is being progressive and would allay some of the negative vibes
about the removal of proxies. Whether this provision is actually put into practice is then an entirely
different matter.

 The relevant Director(s) could attend Executive Sessions by phone - but abstain from voting
because of the impracticability of participating in a secret ballot.
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Amend Judging Program  (Pascale Portelas)

Article 3 - Training Program

43.3.1 Training will consist of : 
43.3.1.1 A minimum of 40 ring training sessions 
43.3.1.2 Completion of a closed book exam 
43.3.1.3 A minimum of four solo sessions. Solo Judging cannot be started until all ring training sessions have been

completed and closed book exam passed. 

Add:

43.3.2.6 Upon completion of ring training all trainees shall take a closed book exam proctored by a Licensed Instructor

prior to starting solo rings. 

43.3.2.6.1 Closed book exam will consist of 50 questions and must be passed with a score of 80%. 
43.3.2.6.2 Exam will take place in a show hall and will last 2-3 hours. 
43.3.2.6.3 If exam is failed, additional training will be recommended and exam may be retaken in 3 months. 

Article 4 - Probationary and Approved Specialty Judge 
44.2 W hen the training portion of the program and final exam has been completed, the rest to remain the same.... 

44.2.1 All training, including final exam and all solos, must be scheduled the rest to remain the same 

Article 8 - Acceptance of Judges from Other Cat Associations 
48.7.1 An applicant who is a licensed allbreed judge in his/her current association at the time of application shall be

granted a license ONLY AFTER the applicant has trained with TICA Instructors, handling all cats and kittens in a minimum

of six different TICA shows. Prior to licensing, the applicant shall have completed the closed book exam and one solo

training session handling a minimum of 30 cats, kittens or alters. The applicant shall write breed critiques on all breeds not

recognized in the association in which the applicant previously judged. 
48.7.2 An applicant not currently licensed to judge all breeds of cats from a non-domestic association where licensing is

by Group shall be granted a license ONLY AFTER training a minimum of 10 shows with licensed TICA Approved Allbreed

Judges, six of which must be licensed Instructors, handling those breeds not currently licensed to judge, handling all

applicable entries. In addition, the applicant shall do three general training sessions handling all cats and kittens in three

different shows. The applicant will stay in the judging ring the entire day for ALL training sessions handling any additional

cats the Instructor requires. Prior to licensing the applicant shall have completed the closed book exam and two solo

training sessions handling a minimum of 30 cats/kittens or alters. The applicant shall write breed critiques as assigned by

the Judging Administrator.

Comments:

DB - I disagree with the JP proposal for the following reasons: 
1. I feel that we should not keep changing the judging program at every Board meeting. I think we need to step back for

awhile so we have some stability in the program. 
2. This seems to me to be just another hurdle which will discourage people from applying to the judging program 
3. I agree with Kay that this violates the agreement we made with applicants when they entered the program. 
4. In my mind, this implies that the ring training that is being done is not adequate. Our judging requirements are now
stricter than those of any other association. While we certainly need the most qualified judges, aren't we going a little
overboard? 
AR -It does seem strange to take the test before you go to school. If we consider the exam our entrance exam, perhaps

there should be another before graduation. Or would some of the entrance exam material be more appropriate as "final"

exam material?

 
JA Comment: If this is adopted, the entrance exam to the judging program would be considerably smaller than it is now,
it would consist mainly of the rules of the association with some breed and genetics questions. The closed book exam at
the end of training would consist of more in-depth breed and genetics questions. A sample of the closed book exam is

enclosed with the proposal. 
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Sample Closed-book Test questions

Abyssinian Breed Group:
W hat are the accepted Colors – Divisions – Category

Colors limited to eumelanistic colors and agouti pattern only, Divisions Tabby and Silver Smoke –
Category – Traditional.  2 points

For Legs bars you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualify • P 0.5 P

Unbroken Neckace you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualify • WW 0.5 P

Reversed Ticking you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualified • WW 0.5 P

White locket  Traditional. 2 points WW 0.5 P

American Bobtail Group

How many points for the tail : 7  - 10 – 15 10  -  1P

Describe The BB muzzle           1 P

      Almost as long as wide – full whisker pads.

      American Curl 

      How many points for the Ears: 15 – 20 – 25  20    – 1P

      Straight ears   you Penalize  •  W .W  •   Disqualified • D – 0.5P

      Extreme curl in a adult you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualified • D – 0.5P

     American Shorthair Group

      W hat are the accepted Colors – Divisions – Category

             All Color – All Divisions– Category – Traditional. 2-P

Describe the coat texture of the AW

       Very dense, resilient coarse with a crimped hair.       2-P       Springy appearance

      Bengal 

      Describe the BG head     2-P

      Color and Pattern are more important than head type

       And body structure  YES or NO                 No      2 – P

Any distinct locket on the neck, chest :

you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualified •                           P         0.5 P

Belly not spotted you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualified •   WW    0.5 P

Paw pads not all the same color

you Penalize •  W .W  •   Disqualified •   W W  0.5 P
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Amend Judging Program to add 43.3.1.3 - Training Fees (Pascale Portelas)

43.3.1.3 Training Fees.  Fees of ($ 25.00 /$30.00) should be paid to the Instructor at the time of the
training session. Preference should be given to judges who are licensed Instructors for the training
session.
 
PRO: Motivate judges to accept trainees. Reward the judge for sharing his knowledge. Slow down some
trainees 
CON: Training already expensive for the trainee.  Some trainees cannot afford it. 

Comments:
LS - On the one hand, it is extra work to train people, however, limiting this (or giving preference) to
"instructors" simply changes the motivation to become a training judge from one of wanting to share/train
to one of wanting to make more $$$$. Plus I'm not sure that I want judges who care all that much about
$30 to be the most influential on our trainees. Also, and I may be wrong, but I don't think training
someone on one class of cats is that big of a deal (as opposed to doing an entire day). Finally, I can't
see this being financially feasible for much of anyone -at 40 training sessions, even at $25, it adds
another $1000 in costs to the trainee. 
MW -Well Put.  I feel eactly as you about this. (Reference LS comment)
NP - I train judges because I want to, not because of the $$$$.

DB - I am opposed to this and concur with Laurie’s comments.

AR - People tend to value more the things for which they have to pay.  This might make trainees a little

more selective about the judges with whom they choose to train and it might slow down some of those

who are intent on thundering through the requirements so fast that they don’t absorb anything.  Those who

are uncomfortable accepting a fee for their training could have the trainee make their checks payable to a

charity such as the Morris Animal Foundation.

FY - I have a picture in my mind of a judge who might want a little extra money trying to train too many

trainees at one show.
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Amend Registration Rules 36.3.1 (Solveig Pflueger)

Current rule:

36.3.1 W hen no cats of breeds other than the breed of the cat being registered appear within a three

generation pedigree but one or more of the cat's parents, grandparents, or great grandparents is/are

either unknown or unregistered cats of the breed in question,  no ancestry registration number for a cat in

Category I - V shall be issued without a signed Certification Form (Form # R4067) from three TICA

Allbreed judges stating that they have handled the cat in question and find that it sufficiently meets the

standard for its breed to be used in a breeding program.

Proposed rule:

36.3.1 A cat of a recognized breed for whom one or both parents either are unknown or are not
registered with TICA or an association which has a reciprocal registration agreement with TICA may be
registered in the ancestry record of the association if the application for registration is accompanied by a
signed Certification Form ( Form # R4067) from three TICA Allbreed judges stating that they have
evaluated the cat in question and find that it sufficiently meets the standard for its breed to be used in a
breeding program. 

36.3.1.1 This process may also be applied in the case of non-standard representatives of
mutation breeds when the phenotype of a parent or sibling suggests that the designation as a non-
standard member of the breed is appropriate. Under such circumstances judges should make an
allowance for the cat not meeting the breed standard for the trait in question. 

36.3.1.2 The certification requirement does not apply to cats being registered as domestic
shorthairs or domestic longhairs for use in an established breeding program. It also does not apply when
both parents are registered with TICA or a reciprocating association, although other rules may affect the
registration status of such cats.

Rationale: There is a conflict between the current rule and RR Article 10, and between 37.3.3 and
37.4.4.  This proposal serves to remove those conflicts.
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Amend Show Rule 211.2 (Elektra Hammond)

Rules Approved 3/20/07

Current Rule:

211.2 The preface page must include the following information:

211.2.1 Full name of the club(s) sponsoring the show.

211.2.2 Names of all officiating judges.

211.2.3 Names of the show committee indicating official position.

211.2.4 Date(s) of show(s).

211.2.5 Name of the master clerk.

Amend to read:

211.2 The preface page MUST be included with every copy of the catalog, including the Master catalog,

and must include the following information :

211.2.1 Full name of the club(s) sponsoring the show.

211.2.2 Names of all officiating judges.

211.2.3 Names of the show committee indicating official position.

211.2.4 Date(s) of show(s).

211.2.5 Name of the master clerk.

Rationale:  Since the Preface Page includes all of the information that identifies the show (date, club,

judges, etc.), it should be included with the master catalog to easily identify which show the catalog is for.
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Amend Standing Rule 203.1.1

203.1.1 ALL Preliminary New Breeds (PNB), and Advanced New Breeds (ANB) and New Traits (NT) must

have a TICA registration number prior to entry in any TICA show.  No Preliminary New Breed, or

Advanced New Breed or New Traits Breed may enter a show  with a “registration pending”.

Rationale: Consistency in the New Breed Classes for all new breeds being shown
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Add Standing Rules 303.4 Championship Advancement Class (Housekeeping)

303.4  Advancements from Registration Only to Preliminary New Breed, from Preliminary New Breed to
Advanced New Breed, from Advanced New Breed to Championship or from New Traits to
Championship shall take effect on May 1 of the ensuing year.

Rationale: Nowhere in the rules is it stated exactly when advancements take effect.
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Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed - Minskin (MS) 01/15/2007 
 

 
TRT Grizzly Bare - seal mink standard Minskin male 

 
Dear TICA’s Executive Office, Genetics Committee and Board of Directors, 
 
Please accept this application for Preliminary New Breed for consideration of the Minskin (MS) 
at the TICA Annual in Albuquerque, New Mexico August 29~31, 2007.  
In accordance with TICA’s bylaws, this application is being submitted in compliance with the 
following: 
 
33.5.1 Requirements for Application. A breed recognized for Registration ONLY may 
apply for Preliminary New Breed status upon completion of the following: 
 
33.5.1.1 At least 15 cats which have attained the age of 8 months are registered with 
TICA; 
On Wednesday February 28, 2007; TICA’s executive office reported that there are 59 Minskin 
cats registered, up to date, with TICA (see below). 
 
33.5.1.2 At least 10 litters have been registered with TICA; 
On Wednesday February 28, 2007; TICA’s executive office reported that there are 51 Minskin 
litters registered, up to date, with TICA (see below). 

 
From: Paul McSorley [mailto:trt@minskin.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 10:07 AM 
To: registration@ticaeo.com 
Subject: Minskin Request 
 
Dear TICA, 
 
The Minskin breed section is in the process of submitting application for acceptance as Preliminary New 
Breed with TICA. 
As the board approved Contact Person for the Minskin breed; I am kindly requesting the following: 
 
Article 33.5.1.1 At least 15 cats which have reached the age of 8 months are registered with TICA 
*Will you please inform me of *how many Minskin cats are individually registered* with TICA? 
 
Article 33.5.1.2 At least 10 litters have been registered with TICA 
*Will you please inform me of *how many Minskin litters have been registered* with TICA? 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Kind regards, 
 



Paul McSorley – TRT Cattery 
Contact Person/Chair – Minskin 
207-778-6233 
www.minskin.com  

 
From: registration@ticaeo.com [mailto:registration@ticaeo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 11:46 AM 
To: 'Paul McSorley' 
Subject: RE: Minskin Request 
Paul, 
There are 59 Minskin cats registered and 51 Minskin litters up to this date. 
Thea 
TICA 
 
33.5.1.3 At least five TICA members in good standing, in at least three different regions 
are actively breeding the breed ("actively 
breeding" means breeding at least one litter within the previous 2 years); 
More than five TICA members in good standing are in the Minskin breed section and there are 
members in more than three different regions who are actively breeding Minskins: 
 
1) Paul McSorley – NE 
441 Intervale Road 
Temple ME 04984 
 
2) Jon Gour 
106-176 The Esplanade 
Toronto ON M5A 4H2 
Canada 
 
3) Toni Stephens 
PO Box 305 
Star City AR 71667 
 
4) Nina L Adkins 
916 CR 702 
Cleburne TX 76031 
 
5) Dai Green 
PO Box 63 
New Richmond WI 54017 
 
6) Carla J Epperson 
5072 Stonespring Way 
Anderson IN 46012 
 
7) Barb Ochse 
14 Lily Lane  
Gorham ME 04038 
 
8) Dr. Alfred Pappalardo 
9 Center Street 
Provincetown MA 02657 
 
9) Lynne Daggett 
736 E Street 
Fernley, Nevada 89408 



33.5.1.4 Submission of an Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed to 
the Executive Office and a copy to each member of the Genetics Committee 120 days 
prior to the Board Meeting at which approval is sought, which includes the following: 
 
33.5.1.4.1 A Letter of Intent to apply for approval as a Preliminary New Breed, including 
a proposed Preliminary New Breed Chairperson and the names and addresses of the 
proposed Preliminary New Breed Committee to be confirmed by the Board; 
Paul McSorley – Board approved Contact Person; requesting approval as PNB Chairperson for 
the Minskin with Breed Committee Names and addresses provided above (excluding Nina 
Adkins) 
 
33.5.1.4.2 A proposed breed name that is unique (if not already assigned); 
Minskin (MS) 
 
33.5.1.4.3 A proposed breed standard that is unique; 

 
 

MINSKIN (MS) BREED STANDARD  
(2005 standard, currently pending new changes per Poll results and board approval)  

* see new proposed Minskin (MS) Breed Standard, with changes, included in application. 
 
HEAD..................................40 points  
Shape……………………………..8  
Ears………………………………..5 
Eyes/Color……………………..10 
Muzzle/Chin……………………10 
Nose……………………………….2 
Profile……………………………..3 
Neck……………………………….2  
BODY………………………….35 points  
Torso………………………………8 
Legs……………………………….5 
Feet………………………………..2 
Tail…………………………………4 
Boning…………………………….8 
Musculature.......................8  
COAT………....……………….25 points  
Length……………………………10 
Texture............................10 
Color/Pattern.…………………..5 
 
CATEGORY: All. 
 
DIVISION: All. 
 
COLORS: All.  
 
HEAD:  
    Shape: Rounded, wider than long, with no flat planes.  
    Ears: Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups giving a hobbit-like appearance. 
Placement is as much on the side of the head as the top.  
    Eyes: Large and round. Set wide, more than an eye’s width apart. Expression is open and alert.       
    Muzzle: Short and broad. Prominent whisker pads.  
    Chin: Firm and strong, aligning with the tip of the nose. 
    Nose: Slight curvature at the end, neither straight nor humped. 
    Profile: Visible stop. 
    Neck: Well developed and flexible. Not bulky.    
 
BODY:  



    Torso: Semi-cobby, may appear longer due to short legs. The back is straight but allowance may be made for a slight 
rise from shoulders to tail as the back legs are, or may appear to be, slightly longer than the front legs. The chest is broad, 
strong and well muscled.  
    Legs: Short. The front upper and lower forelegs should be equal in length. The back thigh and lower legs approximately 
equal in length and may be slightly longer than front legs.  
    Feet: Rounded, compact and strong. All four feet point directly straight forward and not inward or outward. 
    Boning: Sturdy, not fine boned, may appear and feel heavier with muscling.   
    Tail: Slightly longer than the body, tapering gently from the base to a slightly blunted tip.  
    Musculature: Hard, lean and muscular.  
 
COAT:  
    Length: Short. Fur-points; The fur extending from the legs may rise up onto the shoulders, the hips and the buttocks. 
The temples (forehead in front of ears) are noticeably sparse with bareness extending from the top of the eyes to the 
frontal base of the ear. Furnishings, if any, are sparse.  Ear muffs may or may not be present. Whiskers may be present, 
sparse, broken or absent. 
The neck, chest and abdomen may appear hairless but are covered in a very thin, fine down. Both adults and kittens may 
have some wrinkling to the skin but this is more apparent in kittens. 
    Texture: Rippled and soft like a fine cashmere garment. 
  
PERMISSABLE OUTCROSSES: Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and domestic shorthairs, not a member of a recognized 
breed. 
 
GENERAL: The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and a hobbit-like appearance. They have a 
rounded head, large round eyes and a semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-
stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their hobbit-like appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal 
dominant mutation. Their size and stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  
 
LOCKETS: Penalize 
 
ALLOWANCES: Mild bowing in the front legs is allowed. Consideration should be given to seasonal and hormonal variations 
in the coat. 
 
PENALIZE: Narrow chest; cow hocked; foreign type; undershot chin; small or close-set eyes.  
   
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated, lack of fur-points. 
 
DISQUALIFY (DQ): Sway back.  
 
DEFINITIONS: 
    Fur-points: Short, closely packed soft fur, covering the entire mask, ears, legs, tail and scrotum. 
Fur-points are defined by the density of the fur on the outer extremities in comparison to the rest of the body which is visibly more 
sparsely coated.    
 
 
Temperament must be unchallenging; any sign of definite challenge shall disqualify. The cat may exhibit fear, seek to flee, or generally 
complain aloud but may not threaten to harm. In accordance with Show Rules, ARTICLE SIXTEEN, the following shall be considered mandatory 
disqualifications: 
a cat that bites (216.9), 
a cat showing evidence of intent to deceive (216.10), 
adult whole male cats not having two descended testicles (216.11), 
cats with all or part of the tail missing , except as authorized by a board approved standard (216.12.1), 
cats with more than five toes on each front foot and four toes on each back foot, unless proved the result of an injury or as authorized by a 
Board approved standard (216.12.2), 
visible or invisible tail faults if Board approved standard requires disqualification (216.12.4), 
crossed eyes if Board approved standard requires disqualification (216.12.5), 
total blindness (216.12.6), 
markedly smaller size, not in keeping with the breed (216.12.9), 
depression of the sternum or unusually small diameter of the rib cage itself (216.12.11.1). 
See Show Rules, ARTICLE SIXTEEN for more comprehensive rules governing penalties and disqualifications. 

 
 

Minskin (MS) Breed Standard May 1, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 



MINSKIN (MS) BREED STANDARD (updated and current; pending Board approval) 
 
HEAD..................................40 points  
Shape……………………………..8  
Ears………………………………..5 
Eyes/Color……………………..10 
Muzzle/Chin……………………10 
Nose……………………………….2 
Profile……………………………..3 
Neck……………………………….2  
BODY………………………….35 points  
Torso………………………………8 
Legs……………………………….5 
Feet………………………………..2 
Tail…………………………………4 
Boning…………………………….8 
Musculature.......................8  
COAT………....……………….25 points  
Length……………………………10 
Texture............................10 
Color/Pattern.…………………..5 
 
CATEGORY: All. 
 
DIVISION: All. 
 
COLORS: All.  
 
HEAD:  
    Shape: Rounded, wider than long, with no flat planes.  
    Ears: Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups or jugs. Placement is as much on 
the side of the head as the top.  
    Eyes: Large and round. Set wide, more than an eye’s width apart. Expression is open and alert.       
    Muzzle: Short and broad. Prominent whisker pads.  
    Chin: Firm and strong, aligning with the tip of the nose. 
    Nose: Slight curvature at the end, neither straight nor humped. 
    Profile: Visible stop. 
    Neck: Well developed and flexible. Not bulky.    
 
BODY:  
    Torso: Semi-cobby, may appear longer due to short legs. The back is straight but allowance may be made for a slight 
rise from shoulders to tail as the back legs are, or may appear to be, slightly longer than the front legs. The chest is broad, 
strong and well muscled.  
    Legs: Short. The front upper and lower forelegs should be equal in length. The back thigh and lower legs approximately 
equal in length and may be slightly longer than front legs.  
    Feet: Rounded, compact and strong. All four feet point directly straight forward and not inward or outward. 
    Boning: Sturdy, not fine boned, may appear and feel heavier with muscling.   
    Tail: Slightly longer than the body, tapering gently from the base to a slightly blunted tip.  
    Musculature: Hard, lean and muscular.  
 
COAT:  
    Length: Short. Fur-points; The fur extending from the legs may rise up onto the shoulders, the hips and the buttocks. 
The temples (forehead in front of ears) are noticeably sparse with bareness extending from the top of the eyes to the 
frontal base of the ear. Furnishings, if any, are sparse.  Ear muffs may or may not be present. Whiskers may be present, 
sparse, broken or absent. 
The neck, chest and abdomen may appear hairless but are covered in a very thin, fine down. Both adults and kittens may 
have some wrinkling to the skin but this is more apparent in kittens. 
    Texture: Rippled and soft like a fine cashmere garment. 
  
PERMISSABLE OUTCROSSES: Domestic shorthairs, not a member of a recognized breed. 
 
GENERAL: The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet and alert expression. They have a rounded head, large 
round eyes and a semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their otter-like appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant 
mutation. Their size and stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and respond 
well to being handled.  
 



LOCKETS: Penalize 
 
ALLOWANCES: Mild bowing in the front legs is allowed. Consideration should be given to seasonal and hormonal variations 
in the coat. 
 
PENALIZE: Narrow chest; cow hocked; foreign type; undershot chin; small or close-set eyes.  
   
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): Lack of fur-points. 
 
DISQUALIFY (DQ): Sway back.  
 
DEFINITIONS: 
    Fur-points: Short, closely packed soft fur, covering the entire mask, ears, legs, tail and scrotum. 
Fur-points are defined by the density of the fur on the outer extremities in comparison to the rest of the body which is visibly more 
sparsely coated.    
 
 
Temperament must be unchallenging; any sign of definite challenge shall disqualify. The cat may exhibit fear, seek to flee, or generally 
complain aloud but may not threaten to harm. In accordance with Show Rules, ARTICLE SIXTEEN, the following shall be considered mandatory 
disqualifications: 
a cat that bites (216.9), 
a cat showing evidence of intent to deceive (216.10), 
adult whole male cats not having two descended testicles (216.11), 
cats with all or part of the tail missing , except as authorized by a board approved standard (216.12.1), 
cats with more than five toes on each front foot and four toes on each back foot, unless proved the result of an injury or as authorized by a 
Board approved standard (216.12.2), 
visible or invisible tail faults if Board approved standard requires disqualification (216.12.4), 
crossed eyes if Board approved standard requires disqualification (216.12.5), 
total blindness (216.12.6), 
markedly smaller size, not in keeping with the breed (216.12.9), 
depression of the sternum or unusually small diameter of the rib cage itself (216.12.11.1). See Show Rules, ARTICLE SIXTEEN for more 
comprehensive rules governing penalties and disqualifications.     Minskin (MS) Breed Standard May 1, 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COMPARISION BETWEEN THE MUNCHKIN AND THE MINSKIN STANDARDS 
 
    Minskin    Munchkin 
Head 
Shape: 

Rounded, wider than 
long, with no flat planes.  
   

Medium-sized, broad, 
modified wedge with 
rounded contours.  
Forehead is flat, rounded 
top head with high 
cheekbones.  Heads on 
males may appear 
broader. 

Ears: Large, open and alert, 
with slightly rounded tips. 
Broad at the base with 
bell cups or jugs. 
Placement is as much on 
the side of the head as 
the top.  
 

Medium to medium large 
(in proportion with head).  
Broader at base, ending 
slightly rounded tips.  
Placed as much on top of 
head as on the sides, not 
flaring; alert.  Furnishings 
long hair acceptable. 

Eyes: Large and round. Set 
wide, more than an eye’s 
width apart. Expression is 
open and alert. 

Medium large:  Walnut 
shaped.  Placed rather 
wide apart to give an 
open and alert 
expression and at a slight 
angle toward the base of 
the ears.  No relationship 
between coat and eye 
color.  Deeper, more 
vivid colors preferred. 

Chin: Firm and strong, aligning 
with the tip of the nose. 

Firm, but not unusually 
prominent. 

Muzzle Short and broad. 
Prominent whisker pads.  

Medium in length 

Nose Slight curvature at the 
end, neither straight nor 
humped. 

Medium in length, slight 
bump is acceptable. 

Profile: Visible stop Slight stop. 
Neck: Well developed and 

flexible. Not bulky. 
Medium in length, thick.  
Firmly muscled. Not 
extremely long nor overly 
short and thick. 

BODY: 
Torso. 

Semi-cobby, may appear 
longer due to short legs. 
The back is straight but 
allowance may be made 
for a slight rise from 
shoulders to tail as the 
back legs are, or may 

Thick semi-foreign body.  
Medium sized, medium 
long.  Slight rise from the 
shoulders to tail as the 
back legs are slightly 
longer than front legs.  
Well-rounded chest and 



appear to be, slightly 
longer than the front 
legs. The chest is broad, 
strong and well muscled. 
 

firm hips.  Females may 
be smaller than males. 

Legs Short. The front upper 
and lower forelegs should 
be equal in length. The 
back thigh and lower legs 
approximately equal in 
length and may be 
slightly longer than front 
legs.  
 

Short.  Upper and lower 
forelegs equal in length.  
Hind legs:  Thigh and 
lower leg approximately 
equal in length.  Slightly 
longer than front legs. 

Feet Rounded, compact and 
strong. All four feet point 
directly straight forward 
and not inward or 
outward. 
 

Round, compact:  
Medium (females), 
medium large (males). 

Tail: Slightly longer than the 
body, tapering gently 
from the base to a 
slightly blunted tip. 

Medium thickness 
tapering to a rounded 
tip:  Length in proportion 
to body.  Carried erect 
with in motion. 

Boning: Sturdy, not fine boned, 
may appear and feel 
heavier with muscling. 

Medium 

Musculature: Hard, lean and muscular. Medium to substantial. 
Coat. Color and 
Pattern: 
Length: 

Short. Fur-points; The fur 
extending from the legs 
may rise up onto the 
shoulders, the hips and 
the buttocks. The 
temples (forehead in 
front of ears) are 
noticeably sparse with 
bareness extending from 
the top of the eyes to the 
frontal base of the ear. 
Furnishings, if any, are 
sparse.  Ear muffs may 
or may not be present. 
Whiskers may be 
present, sparse, broken 
or absent. 
The neck, chest and 
abdomen may appear 

MK:  Medium, Solids:  
have less of a dense 
coat. 
ML:  Semi-long. 
 



hairless but are covered 
in a very thin, fine down. 
Both adults and kittens 
may have some wrinkling 
to the skin but this is 
more apparent in kitten 

Texture: Rippled and soft like a 
fine cashmere garment 

MK:  Plush, all-weather 
resilient with medium 
undercoat and lustrous 
appearance.  ML:  Silky, 
all weather with 
moderate density and 
medium undercoat.  
Slight to moderate ruff 
permissible.  Britches are 
shaggy, tail has full 
plume 

   
General Description The Minskin is a 

noticeably small and 
stocky cat with a sweet 
and alert expression. 
They have a rounded 
head, large round eyes 
and a semi-cobby body. 
Minskins are easy to 
identify by their short, 
soft fur-points and their 
short-stature.   
The Minskin coat has an 
overall look and feel of a 
soft cashmere garment 
and they are quite warm 
to the touch.   
The short-stature of the 
Minskin accentuates their 
otter-like appeal; this is 
the result of a natural 
spontaneous autosomal 
dominant mutation. Their 
size and stature does not 
hamper mobility or 
quality of life. They are 
swift and agile, sweet 
tempered and respond 
well to being handled.  
 

The Munchkin’s 
distinctive short legs 
developed from a 
spontaneous autosomal 
dominant mutation which 
has occurred several 
times in the domestic cat.  
Munchkins exhibit 
shortening and may have 
slight bowing of the long 
bones.  The spine is 
unaffected and similar in 
form and flexibility to 
that seen in other 
domestic cats.  The short 
legs do not hamper 
mobility or survival 
ability.  The breed has 
been established from 
spontaneously occurring 
domestic cat lines with 
augmentation by 
outcrosses to other 
domestic cats.  
Munchkins are outgoing, 
intelligent, and respond 
well to being handled.  
They are accepted in 
both long and short coat 
lengths.  The Munchkin 



and the Munchkin 
longhair are distinguished 
only by the appearance 
of the coat.  The 
shorthair having a 
medium length plush, 
resilient all-weather coat 
and the longhair a semi-
long silky all weather 
coat. 

Allowances: Mild bowing in the front 
legs is allowed. 
Consideration should be 
given to seasonal and 
hormonal variations in 
the coat. 
 

White lockets or buttons 
are permitted.  Stud 
jowls in males. 

Penalize: Narrow chest; cow 
hocked; foreign type; 
undershot chin; small or 
close-set eyes.  

Cow hocking excessive 
bowing, protruding 
sternum, foreign type, 
snub or excessively long 
nose. 

Disqualify: Sway back Sway Back. 
Definitions: Fur-points: Short, closely 

packed soft fur, covering 
the entire mask, ears, 
legs, tail and scrotum. 
Fur-points are defined by 
the density of the fur on 
the outer extremities in 
comparison to the rest of 
the body which is visibly 
more sparsely coated.    
 

 

 Temperament must be 
unchallenging; any sign 
of definite challenge shall 
disqualify. The cat may 
exhibit fear, seek to flee, 
or generally 
complain aloud but may 
not threaten to harm. In 
accordance with Show 
Rules, ARTICLE 
SIXTEEN, the 
following shall be 
considered mandatory 
disqualifications: 

Temperament must be 
unchallenging; any sign 
of definite challenge shall 
disqualify. The cat may 
exhibit fear, seek to flee, 
or generally 
complain aloud but may 
not threaten to harm. In 
accordance with Show 
Rules, ARTICLE 
SIXTEEN, the 
following shall be 
considered mandatory 
disqualifications: 



a cat that bites (216.9), 
a cat showing evidence 
of intent to deceive 
(216.10), 
adult whole male cats not 
having two descended 
testicles (216.11), 
cats with all or part of 
the tail missing , except 
as authorized by a board 
approved standard 
(216.12.1), 
cats with more than five 
toes on each front foot 
and four toes on each 
back foot, unless proved 
the result of an injury or 
as authorized by a 
Board approved standard 
(216.12.2), 
visible or invisible tail 
faults if Board 
approved standard 
requires 
disqualification 
(216.12.4), 
crossed eyes if Board 
approved standard 
requires 
disqualification 
(216.12.5), 
total blindness 
(216.12.6), 
markedly smaller size, 
not in keeping with the 
breed (216.12.9), 
depression of the 
sternum or unusually 
small diameter of the rib 
cage itself (216.12.11.1). 
See Show Rules, 
ARTICLE SIXTEEN for 
more comprehensive 
rules governing penalties 
and disqualifications.  
  

a cat that bites (216.9), 
a cat showing evidence 
of intent to deceive 
(216.10), 
adult whole male cats not 
having two descended 
testicles (216.11), 
cats with all or part of 
the tail missing , except 
as authorized by a board 
approved standard 
(216.12.1), 
cats with more than five 
toes on each front foot 
and four toes on each 
back foot, unless proved 
the result of an injury or 
as authorized by a 
Board approved standard 
(216.12.2), 
visible or invisible tail 
faults if Board 
approved standard 
requires 
disqualification 
(216.12.4), 
crossed eyes if Board 
approved standard 
requires 
disqualification 
(216.12.5), 
total blindness 
(216.12.6), 
markedly smaller size, 
not in keeping with the 
breed (216.12.9), 
depression of the 
sternum or unusually 
small diameter of the rib 
cage itself (216.12.11.1). 
See Show Rules, 
ARTICLE SIXTEEN for 
more comprehensive 
rules governing penalties 
and disqualifications.  
  

 
 



 
33.5.1.4.4 A proposed breeding program; 
 
The Minskin breed began development in 1998 within a well structured and established 
International Award Winning TICA Cattery.  With suitable and unrelated lines of outcross, the 
first standard furpointed Minskin kittens were born in 2000 and the numbers of registered 
Minskin breeders have continued to grow from year to year.   
 
The Minskin working group and breed section are committed to sharing, trading, buying, selling 
and exchanging outcross kittens to satisfy and expand a healthy Minskin gene pool. 
Minskin breeders in the United States and Canada are working together and we also hope to help 
in developing Minskin breeding programs to cat fanciers in Europe, South Africa, Australia, 
Russia and abroad.  
 
The intentions of the Minskin working group are continued expanse of the Minskin gene pool 
through exchange and outcross with suitable domestic cats which are not a member of a 
recognized breed.  The Minskin breed section has voted by a poll, to request that the Board of 
Directors allow the Minskin breed to be recognized by TICA as a “Category I Breed”.   
Veterinarian and Minskin breeder Alfred Pappalardo owns several Minskin cats and he oversees 
the overall health of the Minskins along with numerous veterinarians across the U.S. and 
Canada.  If any questionable health related issue arises, one perhaps seen in any domestic feline, 
those kittens/cats are culled from the breeding program immediately.   
We have not seen any breed specific health problems in the Minskin. 
 
Furpoints are a consistent set coat within the Minskin gene pool.  There is a balance that breeders 
have found which is between nearly-naked and fuzzy-coated.  There have been numerous 
standard furpointed kittens produced over the past nine years.  On occasion there will be a 
sparser coated kitten but those kittens make for wonderful pets and there is a demand for them in 
breeding programs as well. 
 
The focus for the future development of the Minskin breed is HEALTH, uniqueness, 
temperament, structure, balance, type and vigor.  Outcross of healthy lines continues to enhance 
future development of this remarkable and unique new breed.  
 
There are currently hundreds of Minskin cats in their ever growing vast gene-pool. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Minskin Breed History 
 

Minskins are a hybrid breed which expresses two combined, naturally occurring traits.  They have a 
sparse coat with “fur-points”, unusually short legs and a very unique look. The breed as we know it today 
began in Boston, Massachusetts.  In 1998, the first draft of the Minskin Breed Standard was written and 
it was at that time that select cats were bred to a very unique line of short-legged felines which derived 
from an International award winning cattery.  

The Minskin’s short legs are the result of a dominant genetic mutation, affecting only the long bones of 
the front and rear legs. This mutation apparently occurred spontaneously within the feline gene pool and 
any cat that possesses this gene will exhibit the short legs. A cat that has received the “short-statured 
gene” from one parent will produce Minskin kittens at an approximate ratio of one short to one tall kitten. 

Cats with short legs are not new to the scientific 
world: An English Veterinary Record of 1944 
contains an entry by Dr H.E. Williams-Jones who 
describes four generations of cats with short limbs, 
including an 8 1/2 year old black female, 
documented as having had an extremely healthy 
life. Her dam, great dam, and some of her progeny 
were similar in appearance. The cat’s movements 
were described as ferret-like, but other than the 
short legs the cats were reported to be normal and 
healthy in every way. Unfortunately, these cats 
seem to have disappeared during World War II, not 
surprising in that many feline bloodlines, even 
established ones, disappeared completely during this 
period of deprivation.  

In 1956, Max Von Egon Thiel of Hamburg, Germany 
described a cat that he had first seen in Stalingrad 
in 1953. The cat had unusually short legs but was in 
no way functionally hindered and was seen playing 
among its normal siblings and other young cats. At 
times it was noted to sit on its haunches with its 
front legs in the air, similar to the alert stance of a 
prairie dog.  

Because of this behavior, the cat was dubbed the “Stalingrad kangaroo cat” by the author. Based on the 
description, this undoubtedly represents the same trait seen previously in Great Britain.  

In a paper published by Dr Solveig Pflueger (Jan ’99), she states: “One concern I had when I first began 
working with short-legged cats in 1990, was that there might be a risk for malformed homozygous 
kittens. This was not an unreasonable fear based on the lethality of homozygous achondroplasia in 
humans. However, I have bred short-legged cats together, without producing anything vaguely 
resembling the phenotype of homozygous achrondroplasia.                                                             



There is sufficient data at this point to suggest that abnormal homozygotes similar to human 
achondroplasia are unlikely to appear with future breedings.” She further states; “I believe that short cats 
are happy and healthy cats”.  

Minskins became an established breed for registration with The International Cat Association in 2005.   

        

 
Minskins are being reproduced in other parts of the 
world and are gaining acceptance by cat fanciers and 
breeders.  They have proven themselves to be 
extremely popular with the Judges in the USA and the 
public is smitten with them; watching these happy 
little cats strutting up and down the cat walk, then 
sitting like prairie-dogs on their haunches!  

Agility 
Minskins love to wrestle and play with each other and with their long-legged feline friends, happily 
unaware that there’s anything different about them. Nor do their feline companions treat them like 
members of the vertically challenged. Most Minskins also adore dogs, both large and small.  

Fanciers assert that Minskins can do anything an ordinary cat can do, except leap to the top of the 
refrigerator. Many Minskins can jump onto the kitchen counter, while others take a more scenic route.  
They are playful but not destructive. 

There is something intriguing about a Minskin, you really have to see them for yourself to understand 
their appeal. Maybe it’s a maternal thing; a kitten that never grows up. They appear to be small and 
kitten-like throughout their lives and tend to melt one’s heart. Truth is that they are strong and robust, 
swift and agile. They speed over the ground and dash under a bed without ducking. Considering their 
height, they are extremely powerful climbers and jumpers!  
Personality 
Regardless of the controversy surrounding them, Minskins go on being just what they are… cats. Self-
assured, outgoing and friendly. These little low riders are affectionate and curious, leaving no part of the 
home or its inhabitants unexplored and fully investigated.  

As well as having sweet natures, Minskins are affectionate, outgoing and intelligent. They love company, 
especially that of children with whom they seem to be especially popular. They are exceptionally playful 
and get along well with other cats, dogs and pets. Minskins are very amusing to watch, which is a real 
bonus in anyone’s life is.  They’re excellent hunters and love a good game of fetch or feather teaser, but 
when playtime is over, all they want is a warm lap to snuggle into and strokes from a loving hand, just 
like any other domestic cat.   

   
 
 
 
 
 



33.5.1.4.5 A processing fee of $50; 
DAR#  339713 

 
 
 
 
 



33.5.1.4.6 A proposed two-letter breed designation code, which shall be automatically 
included in the Registration Rules upon approval as a Preliminary New Breed (if one 
has not been assigned previously). 
Minskin (MS) 
 
33.5.1.5 At least 90 days prior to the Board Meeting the Genetics Committee shall 
forward a written report commenting upon the application. Comments from individual 
members may be attached to the report as needed. Such report may recommend 
approval to advance to Preliminary New Breed status, recommend denial of 
advancement, that further requirements be met prior to approval, return to Registration 
ONLY status, or may make further comments. 
pending 
 
33.5.1.5.1 Any advancement to Preliminary New Breed status is entirely within the 
discretion of the Board of Directors. 
Please take into consideration that the Minskin breed has been in development for nine years, 
since 1998. 
 
33.5.1.5.2 The Preliminary New Breed Chairperson serves at the pleasure of the Board 
of Directors, and may be replaced at any time. 
Understood 
 
33.5.1.6 Cause a Notice of Intent to Apply for Advancement to Preliminary New Breed 
status to be published in the TICA TREND at least 120 days prior to the meeting at 
which the application for advancement will be heard, and which invites comments about 
the breed to be forwarded to the Executive Office. 
 
On Feb 26, 2007, at 11:13 AM, Paul McSorley wrote: 
> From: Paul McSorley [mailto:trt@minskin.com] 
> Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2007 1:35 AM 
> To: 'trend.editor@tica.org' 
> Cc: 'ticatrend@comcast.net' 
> Subject: Trend Notice of Intent 
> 
> Dear Cathy, 
> I am writing to submit notice to be published in the TICA Trend for   
> “Cause a Notice of Intent to Apply for Advancement to Preliminary   
> New Breed” for the Minskin (MS).  Article 33.5.1.6 states that the   
> application must be published “at least 120 days prior to meeting   
> at which the application for advancement will be heard”. 
> The Minskin Breed Section intends to go before TICA’s Board of   
> Directors on September 1-2, 2007 at theSouthwest Convention Center: 
> Southwest Region (TICA Annual) 
> Showhall: Albuquerque Convention Center 
>                  401 2nd Street NW 
>                  Albuquerque, NM  87102 
> Please let me know if you need any additional information,   
> photographs, etc. 
> Thank you, 
> Paul McSorley – TRT Cattery - NE 
> TICA Board Approved Contact for the Minskin Breed 
> 207-778-6233 
> trt@minskin.com 
> 441 Intervale Road 
> Temple, Maine 04984 
 



-----Original Message----- 
From: Cathy Welch [mailto:ticatrend@comcast.net]  
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 1:37 PM 
To: Paul McSorley 
Subject: Re: Trend Notice of Intent 
 
Hi Paul, 
 
I don't need anything but this. 
 
Thanks, 
Cathy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~: Minskin Photographs :~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minskin Breed Section Polls Results (page 1 of 6) 
(Original Individual Polls attached on pages 7 - 18) 

 
 
The following three polls were conducted by Chair/Contact Person Paul McSorley and voted on 
by TICA’s Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 
 
1). Breed Category change. 
2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 
3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 
 
 
POLL #1  
 
*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 
 
YES VOTE: 7 (out of 9) 
 
*Paul McSorley – TRT 
207-778-6233 
trt@minskin.com 
441 Intervale Road 
Temple, Maine 04984 
 
*Toni Stephens – KindredOne 
870-628-4851 
kindred@seark.net 
P.O. Box 305  
Star City, Arkansas 71667 
 
*Barbara Ochse - Sundari  
207-839-2943 
kochse@maine.rr.com 
14 Lily Lane 
Gorham, Maine  04038 
 
*Carla J. Epperson – BlackCats  
765-378-0014 
CJEpperson@aol.com  
5072 Stonespring Way 
Anderson, Indiana  46012 
 
*Jon Gour – Anomaly 
647-220-7541 
anomaly@allstream.net  
106-176 The Esplanade 
Toronto, ON M5A 4H2 
Canada 
 
(continued)… 
 



 
*Fred Pappalardo V.M.D. 
(508) 487 2520 
petvet9@comcast.net 
9 Center St. 
Provincetown, Ma. 02657 
 
* Lynne Daggett 
775-575-0982 
minikiti@aol.com    
736 E Street 
Fernley, Nevada 89408 
 
 
NO VOTE: 0 
 
ABSTAIN: 2 (out of 9) 
 
*Nina Adkins – Hobbitcats 
817-648-7437 
hairlesscats@sbcglobal.net  
916 CR 702 
Cleburne, Texas 76031 
 
*Dai Green 
daigreen@hotmail.com  
PO Box 63 
New Richmond, WI 54017 
 
 
Comments: 
* “Category I” best suits the Minskin breed - McSorley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POLL #2 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed Standard: 
 
YES VOTE: 7 (out of 9) 
 
*Paul McSorley – TRT 
207-778-6233 
trt@minskin.com 
441 Intervale Road 
Temple, Maine 04984 
 
*Toni Stephens – KindredOne 
870-628-4851 
kindred@seark.net 
P.O. Box 305  
Star City, Arkansas 71667 
 
*Barbara Ochse - Sundari  
207-839-2943 
kochse@maine.rr.com 
14 Lily Lane 
Gorham, Maine  04038 
 
*Carla J. Epperson – BlackCats  
765-378-0014 
CJEpperson@aol.com  
5072 Stonespring Way 
Anderson, Indiana  46012 
 
*Jon Gour – Anomaly 
647-220-7541 
anomaly@allstream.net  
106-176 The Esplanade 
Toronto, ON M5A 4H2 
Canada 
 
*Fred Pappalardo V.M.D. 
(508) 487 2520 
petvet9@comcast.net 
9 Center St. 
Provincetown, Ma. 02657 
 
* Lynne Daggett 
775-575-0982 
minikiti@aol.com    
736 E Street 
Fernley, Nevada 89408 
 
NO VOTE: 0 
 



ABSTAIN: 2 (out of 9) 
*Nina Adkins – Hobbitcats 
817-648-7437 
hairlesscats@sbcglobal.net  
916 CR 702 
Cleburne, Texas 76031 
*Dai Green 
daigreen@hotmail.com  
PO Box 63 
New Richmond, WI 54017 
 
 
Comments: 
*These changes provide a more accurate description of the Minskin breed – McSorley 
*I like the new wording better, especially the ‘otter’ description – Stephens 
*The suggested revisions are more appropriate for this breed - Ochse  
 
<the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard> 
 
HEAD: 
Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 
 
PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  
<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 
 
GENERAL: 
The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet <*add> “and alert” expression. 
<*remove> “a hobbit-like” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a semi-
cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  
 
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 
<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POLL #3 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 
 
YES VOTE: 7 (out of 9) 
 
*Paul McSorley – TRT 
207-778-6233 
trt@minskin.com 
441 Intervale Road 
Temple, Maine 04984 
 
*Toni Stephens – KindredOne 
870-628-4851 
kindred@seark.net 
P.O. Box 305  
Star City, Arkansas 71667 
 
*Barbara Ochse - Sundari  
207-839-2943 
kochse@maine.rr.com 
14 Lily Lane 
Gorham, Maine  04038 
 
*Carla J. Epperson – BlackCats  
765-378-0014 
CJEpperson@aol.com  
5072 Stonespring Way 
Anderson, Indiana  46012 
 
*Jon Gour – Anomaly 
647-220-7541 
anomaly@allstream.net  
106-176 The Esplanade 
Toronto, ON M5A 4H2 
Canada 
 
*Fred Pappalardo V.M.D. 
(508) 487 2520 
petvet9@comcast.net 
9 Center St. 
Provincetown, Ma. 02657 
 
* Lynne Daggett 
775-575-0982 
minikiti@aol.com    
736 E Street 
Fernley, Nevada 89408 
 
NO VOTE: 0 
 



ABSTAIN: 2 (out of 9) 
*Nina Adkins – Hobbitcats 
817-648-7437 
hairlesscats@sbcglobal.net  
916 CR 702 
Cleburne, Texas 76031 
*Dai Green 
daigreen@hotmail.com  
PO Box 63 
New Richmond, WI 54017 
 
Comments: 
* The Minskin breed has been in development for nine years and it is time for this unique breed 
to advance – McSorley 
 
C: acceptance in TICA - Stephens  
 
C: Minskins are such a joy in our family and it is time to advance this viable breed in TICA – 
Ochse 
 
C: After working with this remarkable breed for 7 years and 4 generations I feel it is appropriate 
that this ever growing popular cat be acknowledged as a separate breed - Gour 
 

C: Comments: I have been working with the Minskins since 2001 and find them extremely 
unique and very healthy. I would love to be able to show them in Preliminary New Breed, 
like I was able to show the Munchkins in NBC when I started out in 1996. These cats are 
truly different than the Munchkins. 

C: *From: CJEpperson@aol.com 
Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2007 7:45 AM 
To: trt@minskin.com 
Subject: Minskin 
 
TICA Board of Directors 
     I am writing to encourage you to accept the Minskin cat for Preliminary New Breed recognition.  As a 
breeder of 7 years, I have never had a cat who's appearance and personality 'stands alone' like the 
Minskin does. When you have a Minskin who fits the standard for this breed, you have a very unique 
looking cat that you cannot help but want to touch.  Their cashmere coat and fur points makes them 
distinctly a Minskin.  As far as health goes, I have had absolutely no problems. Their playfulness and 
appearance makes them a total joy to own and love.   
                                          Thank you, 
                                               Carla J Epperson 
                                               Blackkats Cattery  
                                              Great Lakes Region 
CJ Epperson                   
5072 Stonespring Way 
Anderson, Indiana  46012 
Ph.  765-378-0014 
 
C: I would like to express my commitment to the Minskin breed. Although I am new to the Cat 
Fancy, I am a long time breeder of Chinese Shar Pei and before that , the Jack Russel Terrier 
(JRTCA days). 



 I began this adventure with the Minskins and greatly admire and appreciate the integrity of the 
work and vision Paul McSorley has used to found this breed and move it forward. I also admire 
his loyalty and trust in the process TICA has set. I have never once heard Paul complain or make 
demands that his chosen breed be exempt from this process. He has remained centered and 
faithful to the Minskin and the TICA process. 
 This breed has become a family project at my house. I have 3 teenagers with various degrees of 
autism. The ability of these cats to bring out so many positives in my children emotionally and 
on an educational level (my daughter has studied the genetics) is amazing. My older son with 
Aspergers spends much time being happy now and holding and petting them. They have 
provided him a way to distress (sensory integration) and have brought all of us closer as a family. 
 The cats have been a life saver for me and to be working on a breed with such integrity and so 
much to offer helps me to focus on the positive and be creative within the physical limits now 
placed on my life.  Thank you,  Toni Stephens – KindredOne Cattery 

Individual Poll Replies  
 

From: Jon Gour [mailto:anomaly@allstream.net]  
Sent: Monday, February 12, 2007 7:13 PM 
To: 'Jon Gour'; 'Paul McSorley' 
Subject: RE: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
  

-----Original Message----- 
From: Jon Gour [mailto:anomaly@allstream.net]  
Sent: February 12, 2007 7:06 PM 
To: 'Paul McSorley' 
Subject: RE: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
   

-----Original Message----- 
From: Paul McSorley [mailto:trt@minskin.com]  
Sent: February 10, 2007 8:23 PM 
To: 'Jon Gour' 
Subject: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
Importance: High 
  
Minskin Breed Section Members, 
Please complete the following three polls and be sure to write your name, address, 
phone number and email address at the bottom. 
Return to: trt@minskin.com ASAP.  You may mark your yes or no answer with 
an “X” or your initials.  Comments are optional. 
If you don’t understand something or have a question, please contact me directly. 
  
Thank you, 
Paul McSorley – Minskin Breed Chair 

  
Minskin Breed Section Polls (page 1 of 3) 

  
  
The following three polls were conducted by Chair Paul McSorley and voted on 
by TICA’s Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 
  
Page 1). Breed Category change. 
Page 2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 
Page 3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 
  



 POLL #1  
  
*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 
  
YES VOTE: YES 
  
NO VOTE: 
  
ABSTAIN:  
Comments: 
  
POLL #2 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed 
Standard: 
  
YES VOTE: YES 
  
NO VOTE: 
  
ABSTAIN:  
Comments: 
  
(the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard) 
  
HEAD: 
Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell 
cups <*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 
  
PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  
<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, 
not a member of a recognized breed. 
  
GENERAL: 
The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and 
<*remove> “a hobbit-like” <*add> “an alert” expression. They have a rounded 
head, large round eyes and a semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by 
their short, soft fur-points and their short-stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and 
they are quite warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” 
<*add> “otter-like” appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal 
dominant mutation. Their size and stature does not hamper mobility or quality of 
life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and respond well to being handled.  
  
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 
<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of 
fur-points. 
  
  
 
 



POLL #3 
  
*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary 
New Breed: 
  
YES VOTE: YES 
  
NO VOTE: 
  
ABSTAIN: 
Comments: After working with this remarkable breed for 7 years  and 4 
generations I feel it is appropriate that this ever growing popular cat be 
acknowledged as a separate breed. 
  
 Jon Gour 

                        Anomaly 
                        106-176 The Esplanade 
                        Toronto, ON M5A 4H2 
                        Canada 
  
                        647-220-7541 
                        anomaly@allstream.net 

 
From: petvet9@comcast.net [mailto:petvet9@comcast.net]  
Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2007 10:34 AM 
To: Paul McSorley 
Subject: Re: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
  
-------------- Original message --------------  
From: "Paul McSorley" <trt@minskin.com>  
Minskin Breed Section Members, 
Please complete the following three polls and be sure to write your name, address, phone number 
and email address at the bottom. 
Return to: trt@minskin.com ASAP.  You may mark your yes or no answer with an “X” or your 
initials.  Comments are optional. 
If you don’t understand something or have a question, please contact me directly. 
 
Thank you, 
Paul McSorley – Minskin Breed Chair 

 
Minskin Breed Section Polls (page 1 of 3) 

 
 
The following three polls were conducted by Chair Paul McSorley and voted on by TICA’s 
Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 
 
Page 1). Breed Category change. 
Page 2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 
Page 3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 
 
 
POLL #1  



 
*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 
 
YES VOTE:   FP 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN:  
Comments: 
 
 
 
POLL #2 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed Standard: 
 
YES VOTE:   FP 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN:  
Comments: 
 
(the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard) 
 
HEAD: 
Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 
 
PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  
<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 
 
GENERAL: 
The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and <*remove> “a 
hobbit-like” <*add> “an alert” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a 
semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-
stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  
 
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 
<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 
 
 
POLL #3 
 



*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 
 
YES VOTE:    FP 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
Comments: 
 
Fred Pappalardo V.M.D. 
9 Center St. 
Provincetown, Ma. 02657 
   (508) 487 2520 
petvet9@comcast.net 

 
From: CJEpperson@aol.com [mailto:CJEpperson@aol.com]  
Sent: Sunday, February 11, 2007 7:53 AM 
To: trt@minskin.com 
Subject: Poll 

Minskin Breed Section Polls (page 1 of 3) 

The following three polls were conducted by Chair Paul McSorley and voted on by TICA’s 
Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 

Page 1). Breed Category change. 

Page 2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 

Page 3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 

POLL #1  

*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 

YES VOTE:  CJ 

NO VOTE: 

ABSTAIN:  

Comments: 

POLL #2 

*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed Standard: 

YES VOTE:CJ 

NO VOTE: 



ABSTAIN:  

Comments: Not sure 'otter like' is still the right wording but at least you get the gist of it. 

(the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard) 

HEAD: 

Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 

 

 

PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  

<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 

GENERAL: 

The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and <*remove> “a 
hobbit-like” <*add> “an alert” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a 
semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-
stature.   

The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   

The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  

WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 

<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 

POLL #3 

*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 

YES VOTE: CJ 

NO VOTE: 

ABSTAIN: 

Comments: 



NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN:  
 
Comments: 
 
(the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard) 
 
HEAD: 
Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 
 
PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  
<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 
GENERAL: 
The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and <*remove> “a 
hobbit-like” <*add> “an alert” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a 
semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-
stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  
 
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 
<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 
 
 
POLL #3 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 
 
YES VOTE: Yes 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
Comments:  With the gene pool it is time to advance in TICA with this viable breed. 
  
Barbara Ochse 
14 Lily Lane 
Gorham, Maine  04038 
Sundari Minskins 
207-839-2943 
kochse@maine.rr.com 
 

 
From: Toni Stephens [mailto:kindred@seark.net]  
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2007 10:36 PM 



To: Paul McSorley 
Subject: Re: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
 
  
----- Original Message -----  
From: Paul McSorley  
To: 'Toni Stephens'  
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2007 7:26 PM 
Subject: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
 
Minskin Breed Section Members, 
Please complete the following three polls and be sure to write your name, address, phone number 
and email address at the bottom. 
Return to: trt@minskin.com ASAP.  You may mark your yes or no answer with an “X” or your 
initials.  Comments are optional. 
If you don’t understand something or have a question, please contact me directly. 
 
Thank you, 
Paul McSorley – Minskin Breed Chair 

 
Minskin Breed Section Polls (page 1 of 3) 

 
 
The following three polls were conducted by Chair Paul McSorley and voted on by TICA’s 
Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 
 
Page 1). Breed Category change. 
Page 2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 
Page 3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 
 
 
POLL #1  
 
*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 
 
YES VOTE: TS 
 
NO VOTE: 
ABSTAIN:  
 
Comments: 
 
 
POLL #2 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed Standard: 
 
YES VOTE:TS 
 
NO VOTE: 
ABSTAIN:  
 



Comments: 
 
(the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard) 
 
HEAD: 
Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 
 
PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  
<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 
 
GENERAL: 
The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and <*remove> “a 
hobbit-like” <*add> “an alert” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a 
semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-
stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  
 
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 
<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 
 
 
POLL #3 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 
 
YES VOTE: TS 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
Comments: 
Toni Stephens 
KindredOne 
P.O. Box 305 
Star City, Arkansas 
                71667 
  
ph: 870-628-4851 
 

 
From: Paul McSorley [mailto:trt@minskin.com]  
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2007 8:35 PM 
To: 'Paul McSorley' 
Subject: RE: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 



 
From: MINIKITI@aol.com [mailto:MINIKITI@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:15 PM 
To: trt@minskin.com 
Subject: Minskin Breed Section Polls 
 
 Minskin Breed Section Polls  

The following three polls were conducted by Chair Paul McSorley and voted on by TICA’s 
Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 

1). Breed Category change. 

2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 

3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 

 

POLL #1  

*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 

YES VOTE: LD 

NO VOTE:  

ABSTAIN:  

Comments: 

 

POLL #2 

*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed Standard: 

YES VOTE: LD 

NO VOTE:  

ABSTAIN:  

Comments: 

<the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard> 

HEAD: 

Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 



PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  

<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 

GENERAL: 

The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet <*add> “and alert” expression. 
<*remove> “a hobbit-like” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a semi-
cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-stature.   

The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   

The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  

WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 

<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 

 

POLL #3 

*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 

YES VOTE: LD 

NO VOTE:  

ABSTAIN:  

Comments: I have been working with the Minskins since 2001 and find them extremely 
unique and very healthy. I would love to be able to show them in Preliminary New Breed, 
like I was able to show the Munchkins in NBC when I started out in 1996. These cats are 
truly different than the Munchkins. 

Lynne Daggett 

736 E Street                           775-575-0982 

Fernley, NV 89408                 minikiti@aol.com 
 

From: Paul McSorley [mailto:trt@minskin.com]  
Sent: Saturday, February 10, 2007 8:27 PM 
To: trt@minskin.com 
Subject: Minskin Breed Section POLLS 
Importance: High 



 
Minskin Breed Section Members, 
Please complete the following three polls and be sure to write your name, address, phone number 
and email address at the bottom. 
Return to: trt@minskin.com ASAP.  You may mark your yes or no answer with an “X” or your 
initials.  Comments are optional. 
If you don’t understand something or have a question, please contact me directly. 
 
Thank you, 
Paul McSorley – Minskin Breed Chair 

 
Minskin Breed Section Polls (page 1 of 3) 

 
 
The following three polls were conducted by Chair Paul McSorley and voted on by TICA’s 
Minskin Breed Section (February 2007) for the following: 
 
Page 1). Breed Category change. 
Page 2). Minskin Breed Standard Changes 
Page 3). Minskin Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed. 
 
 
POLL #1  
 
*Change the Minskin from a Category IV to a Category I breed. 
 
YES VOTE: PM 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN:  
Comments: 
 
 
POLL #2 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for changes to the Minskin (MS) Breed Standard: 
 
YES VOTE: PM 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN:  
Comments: 
 
(the following sections are the suggested changes to the Minskin Breed Standard) 
 
HEAD: 
Ears:  Large, open and alert, with slightly rounded tips. Broad at the base with bell cups 
<*remove> “giving a hobbit-like appearance” <*add> “or jugs”. 
 



PERMISSIBLE OUTCROSSES:  
<*remove> “Munchkin, Sphynx, Burmese and” <*leave> Domestic shorthairs, not a member of 
a recognized breed. 
 
GENERAL: 
The Minskin is a noticeably small and stocky cat with a sweet expression and <*remove> “a 
hobbit-like” <*add> “an alert” expression. They have a rounded head, large round eyes and a 
semi-cobby body. Minskins are easy to identify by their short, soft fur-points and their short-
stature.   
The Minskin coat has an overall look and feel of a soft cashmere garment and they are quite 
warm to the touch.   
The short-stature of the Minskin accentuates their <*remove> “hobbit-like” <*add> “otter-like” 
appeal; this is the result of a natural spontaneous autosomal dominant mutation. Their size and 
stature does not hamper mobility or quality of life. They are swift and agile, sweet tempered and 
respond well to being handled.  
 
WITHHOLD ALL AWARDS (WW): 
<*remove> “Extensive hairlessness or completely rex-coated” <*leave> Lack of fur-points. 
 
 
POLL #3 
 
*Minskin Breed Section vote for Application for Acceptance as a Preliminary New Breed: 
 
YES VOTE: PM 
 
NO VOTE: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
Comments: The Minskin breed has been in development for nine years.  It is time for this 
unique new breed to advance. 
 
Paul McSorley – TRT Cattery  
207-778-6233 
441 Intervale Road 
Temple, Maine 04984  
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