TICA MAINE COON BREED COMMITTEE STATEMENT – 2026
Hi, my name is Amy Siegel. I am the owner of Abscatz Maine Coons, which is located in Long Island, New York. I have recently submitted my candidacy for the TICA Maine Coon Breed Committee election to be held in October 2026.  I have been involved with breeding and showing Maine Coons since 2014, when I purchased my first Brown Classic Ticked tabby female, which I showed in the alter class. 
If elected, I would like to focus on enhancing the Breeding Guidelines put forward by the committee in June. It is an excellent piece of work and I believe that it can lead to even more opportunities to improve our efforts to preserve and protect this magnificent breed. Ideas that came to mind when I read the material was that the HIP documentation might be coupled with a data compilation of those breeders who do early spay/neuter, to see if it suggests a rationale to either continue as is with that policy for those breeders, or whether the analysis suggests that cats who have been part of an early spay/neuter program later develop hip and or joint issues later in life.
Many people have talked about a Breed Seminar. When I started, I reviewed the wonderful seminar that was prepared by Beth Hicks in 2004. She described it as a photographic seminar and that is what it was. A breeder or exhibitor could not only study the written breed standard but also couple it with the pictures in Beth’s photographic seminar to determine if you were satisfying the standard as described at that time. The Maine Coons that are being bred and exhibited now have changed and progressed from those depictions. I would like to see an updated version of that for our members and judges. I find it discouraging to go to a major TICA show and hear judges say how they are interested to see what “American” Maine Coons look like because those that they see in Europe and elsewhere are so different. Why is that? It should not be the case if everyone is breeding to the standard. An updated seminar would go a long way to rectify those problems. 
There have also been several discussions about communication between committee members and the members at large. What I would propose is to have several Facebook subcommittees where members can come and ask questions in a non-judgmental environment. The possibilities include: a group for the breeding guidelines, a group for showing which would include grooming as this has become a significant issue in the show halls, a health resource group – where members could seek help with locating board certified cardiologists, hip evaluations, members who need assistance with FIP treatment for example and a genetics group.  
Perhaps it is my background of teaching younger students during my time in law school, but I believe it is our obligation to work with newer members to show them the proper way to develop a breeding program and exhibit these magnificent animals. Increased emphasis on a mentorship program would be an important start in that direction.
If you share my vision for a more engaged committee, I respectfully ask for your support during the election.
Thanks,
Amy Siegel


